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OUR COVER: THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 


The last time the Apostles were 
with the Lord was at his ascent into 
heaven. It is told in the gospels of 
Matthew, Mark and Luke. It is 
picked up again in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Each Evangelist empha- 
sizes a certain aspect of this final 
meeting. 


Luke speaks of Christ taking the 
apostles outside the town of Betha- 
ny, blessing them, being carried up 
to heaven. The disciples are said to 
worship Christ, and being ‘‘full of 
joy”? went back to Jerusalem where 
they were ““continually in the Tem- 
ple praising God.” 


joy 
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Mark, however, tells that Christ 
showed himself to the Eleven ‘‘while 
they were at table’’ and chided them 
for their lack of faith. In a short but 
important monologue, Jesus man- 
dates them to go and * ‘proclaim the 
Good News to all creation.’’ The 
Lord, after having spoken to the dis- 
ciples, ‘‘was taken up into heaven: 
there at the right hand of God he 
took his place, while they, going out, 
preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming 
the word by the signs that accompa- 
nied it.”’ 

Matthew relates that the disciples 
went to Galilee where Christ had 
told them to go to meet him, and 
that when they did see him ‘‘they fell 
down before him, though some hesi- 
tated.’’ Here, too, the Lord bestows 
his authority on his disciples to teach 
others and baptize. He promises: 
‘“Know that I am with you always, 
yes, to the end of time.” 


From these three Synoptic ver- 
sions, we find these common facts: 
Christ met with his disciples for a fi- 
nal meeting; he gave them authori- 
ty to speak in his name (and of the 
Father and Holy Spirit); he told 
them to go out to all the world, with 
the implication that people must 
choose to follow him or not; the dis- 
ciples acknowledge his divinity; they 
accept his commandment and begin 
to witness in Jerusalem first, then 
““everywhere.”” 

As important as his command is 
at this final meeting, equally so is the 
knowledge that Christ returns to the 
Father in order to send the Holy 
Spirit, 
truth,” to be the moving power in 
the community of his disciples, of his 
followers, the Church, until Christ 
returns, ‘‘in glory to judge the liv- 
ing and the dead.” 


The beauty of the gospel accounts 
about this final encounter indicates 
not so much a finality of action but 
as a tie between the teaching pres- 
ence of Christ, his death on the 
cross, resurrection from the tomb 
and the work of promulgating the 
very promises of the Lord to all 
generations by the evangelizing ef- 
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“the comforter and spirit of 


forts of one generation to another o: 
disciples — witnesses. 


This work is identified in Luke’: 
Acts of the Apostles which picks up) 
the thread of the Ascension (I,2) ana 
goes on to tell about the efforts of tha 
apostles in Jerusalem and then: 
everywhere. 


With the close of the apostlic age 
the death of St. John the ““Beloved, 
the ‘‘Theologian,’’ we could say tha 
the work of the Ascended Lord ii 
continued by the successors of th 
apostles, and we have writings by 
them of this holy witnessing (writ 
ings of the Holy Fathers; Lives of th 
Saints, et alii). 

Always celebrated 40 days afte 
Pascha, falling always on a Thurs 
day, the feast is not well-celebratec 
by many. However, ten days after 
the Pentecost is both well-celebratec 
and is known as the third major feas 


of the Church. 
Perhaps this is what was supposec 
to be: that is, Acts tells us: 


here looking into the sky? Jesus wha 
has been taken up from you inte 
heaven, this same Jesus will come 
back in the same way as you hav 
seen him go there.’’ 


The icon on our cover (Gospel: 
Bucharest) shows nature which i 
also redeemed by the cross, both in 
animate and animate; it shows the 
disciples looking for the last time a: 
the Lord; in the center stands the fi 
ure of a woman (symbol of th 
Church) who lifts her hands in pray; 
er; angels lift the Lord in brillian: 
glory among which are those wha 
announce his ascension with trum: 
pets, symbols of royal announce 
ment to the angels in heaven te 

‘raise the Gates for the King 
glory.’’ The apostles, while looking 
upward nevertheless hold scrolls in 
their hands, indicative of thei 
preparation to go out and preach 


Like the disciples we, too, art 
called to preach the Good New 
everywhere; to not stand idle but te 
work knowing both that the Holt 
Spirit guides the Church and Chris 


promises to be with us. 


ÎNathaniel, Bishop 
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hat which is laid, 


at he 
me. (Lk 10:16) 

diocese, the highest visible au- 
Nhen it is a question of a local 
s the local Church of Roma- 
highest visible authority 
s, the assembly of all the 
who meet together for the pur- 
s on local questions which may 


on the whole Orthodox Church, 
the world, its highest visible author- 
Council, the full meeting of all 
Orthodox communities assem- 


O thodox Church concentrates 
ighest authority for the whole Or- 


s, Metropolitans, Patriarchs are 
rhaps wider spheres of juris- 


reek Catechism 1953 
Callinicos 


a. of communion. Each local 


ADDRESS ON THE OCCASION OF HOLY PASCHA 


constituted | 
ButtheLordalso = 
ars you, hears me and — 


greetings to his flock or 


“the Bishop and his fi 


ous interference in the 


aands submission from the oth- _ 


ox theology of the Church Our Fetter of e 


Birth of Christ and Pa: 
his greeting only to his oi 
clergy or faithful. 


The pastoral letter is a 
the unity of the local Church 


than 


from someone, some bishc 
from the Bishop of the 


ing to the unity of t 


TO OUR ROMANIAN BROTHERS EVERYWHERE 


To the beloved servers of the altars and to all Romani- 
faithful everywhere. 


Grace, peace and joy in the Resurrected Christ, and from 
fraternal and fatherly blessings: 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 
Beloved brothers of the same people and faith: 


| The overwhelming power and the indescribable joy of 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ unites our minds 
1d feelings in the bond of the faith of our forefathers and 

fraternal love. These bonds overcome all boundaries, 
1 distances and any human frailties. 


"Christ the Lord, the Conqueror of hades and death, 

illed that this year the Romanian people should celebrate 
2 Holy Pascha in freedom for the first time after 45 years 
slavery under atheistic dictatorship. 


The power of the Resurrected Christ was felt by mil- 
ons of Romanians, young and old, as a strength more 
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powerful than the fear of death. Thus, even in those De- 
cember days before the feast of the Birth of our Lord, they 
shouted out: ““God Is With Us!”’ 

Christ the Lord, who had compassion on the Romant- 
an people in their tribulations and lifted the cross from thew 
shoulders, now calls them to spiritual rebirth and renew- 
al. If the atheistic dictatorship affected discord among us, 
one to another, here and abroad, then our faith în the Resur- 
rected Christ calls us to reconciliation and forgiveness, to 
a new beginning, to a life both Christian and Romanian. 

Our souls, variously devastated by suffering and grief, 
irritated and divided by a multitude of failings, can find 
healing and new life only in the love and power of Christ 
who is risen from the dead. A living faith in the Resur- 
rected Christ reshaped the good spirit of our people into 
a particular Romanian experience. 

Let us, as did our forefathers and ancestors, discover 
or ourselves rediscover in the Hymns of the Resurrection 

continued on page 4 
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ADDRESS continued from page 3 


the renewing and sanctifying power of Pascha in all the 
days of our lives: 
“O, beautiful Pascha! Pascha of the Lord, O 
Pascha! 
The all honorable Pascha has risen on us! 
It is Pascha, let us joyfully embrace one another! 
O, Pascha redemption from grwef!”’ 
Aposticha of Matins: Pascha 
“Tt is the day of resurrection! Let us embrace 
the feast and let us embrace one another. 
Let us say, ‘Brother’ to them that hate us; 
Let us forgive all things because of the resurrec- 
tion!’ 
Aposticha of Matins: Pascha 
Thus, the resurrection of our Lord calls all of us of the 
same faith and same nationality to unity. Today, the souls 
of our martyrs, of our fathers and our brothers, of our loved 
ones everywhere call us to demonstrate that the love and 
joy in Christ are stronger than death and disunity. 


The words of St. John Chrysostomos, read on the Pascha 
morning after the Service of Resurrection in all Orthodox 
churches, describe the power and the joy in the resurrection: 


“Therefore, all of you, enter into the joy of our 
Lord! You the first and the second, partake of 
the reward. Rich and poor, dance together in 
your joy. You that abstained and you that 
neglected to, honor the day. You that fasted and 
you that have not fasted, be glad today. All of 
you come and partake of this banquet of faith. 
All of you partake of the riches of loving- 


kindness. *? 


A LETTER CONCERNING THE EASTER ADDRESS OF THE 
HOLY SYNOD OF ROMANIA TO ROMANIANS EVERYWHE 


Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


It has come to our attention that a document enti- 
tled: “An Address to Romanian Brothers Everywhere 
on the Occasion of the Holy Pascha,’’ has been sent 
to clergy and parishes under our omophorion. 


This paper, unsigned by any person, bears the con- 
clusion: “Holy Synod of the Romanian Orthodox 
Church.” We find it very unusual that no member of 
the Holy Synod has suffixed his name to this paper and, 
even stranger, that the name of the primate of such a 
Church, the patriarch, whose name ought to head such 
a list, is also not given. 


We wonder who is responsible for this “Address”? 
and for its distribution to our faithful? Is the Holy Syn- 
od of the Romanian Orthodox Church aware of its dis- 
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Seeing the goodness and forgiveness of God toward us, 
let our hearts be open and our souls be illumined and thi 
desire for communion and unity grow in us. 


Therefore, beloved Romanian fathers and brothers every; 
where, we, the members of the Holy Synod of the Ortho 
dox Church in Romania send this Address on the Occat 
sion of the Holy Pascha and with it a holy and paterna 
call to unity in faith and fraternal communion in the na 
of the Resurrected Christ. 


Thus, we are willing to work together for the spirituai 
rebirth and renewal of our Romanian people. We wel: 
come you with open arms and hearts and will be glad foi 
any initiative to come to an understanding, to forgive an 
to come to a reconciliation between us brothers of the sami 
nationality and faith 


The Mother Church needs the fraternal trust, love an 
support, of all Romanians everywhere. Let us help on 
another to renew our souls, to be more unified among 
to better praise God who has delivered us from slavery an 
who asks of us to better ourselves. 


At this Holy Pascha, we send you our warmest wishe 
for good health, peace from above, prosperity and spiritul 


al joy. 
The grace of the Resurrected Christ, the love of Gos 


the Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit be wit 
you all. 


THE HOLY SYNOD OF THI 
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN ROMANI, 
1990 Holy Pasch. 


tribution and of its having been sent out in its n, 
to our flock? 


Perhaps those responsible for its distribution do 
know to whom they sent this ‘‘Address,’’ and thu: 
shall state who we are and who are ours. 


The clergy and parishes are under the omop. 
of NATHANIEL, Bishop of the Romanian Orth 
Episcopate of America with title see, Detroit, ! 
gan, United States of America. Inasmuch a 
members of your Holy Synod did receive copies 
Episcopate’s 1990 CALENDARUL SOLIA, + 
certain that they can verify the names of cle 
parishes of the “‘Episcopate of the Vatra.” 

In turn, Bishop NATHANIEL is a me 
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in An 


“ER continued from page 4 


us Orthodox Church in America, whose 
IEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Washing- 
: nd Metropolitan of All America and Can- 


: of this American Holy Synod are: 
: everend PETER, Archbishop of New 


Reverend KYRILL, Bishop of Pitts- 
Western Pennsylvania 


ght Reverend TIKHON, Bishop of San 
isco & the West 


ght Reverend MARK, Bishop of Ft. 
erdale & A dia ralor of the Diocese of © 


ht Reverend SERAPHIM, Bishop of Ed- 
. & Auxiliary for the Diocese of Canada © 


Reve BASIL 
ght Reverend BORIS | 


os oe îi jurisdiction of the Holy 


manian Orthodox Episcopate is an integral 
tocephalous Orthodox Church in America 
t 12/17/70: GA BORA) its clergy and its 


as it seems strange to us that 
t in the name of the Holy ayn" 


ig . canes and | oelieve that such is 
at you would have. Certainly — 
to the faithful i in Romania? 


doct ments of this sort would 
ishop in Romania to the faith- 
„to be sent out- 


Our Office has forwarded a copy of the “Address 
to Romanian Brothers Everywhere on the Occasion of 
the Holy Pascha’’ and an English rendering to the Holy 
Synod of the Church in America. A copy of this letter 
will accompany it. 


In the spirit of truth, of unity in the faith and com- 
munion in the Holy Spirit and the brotherhood of 
Christianity, we hope that this unusual action will not 
repeat itself and create concern, astonishment and won- 
der resulting in disappointment among all clergy and 
faithful everywhere. 


In Christ our Lord, 
NATHANIEL, Bishop 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
Of America 


HELP WANTED! 


The Vatra Summer Camps are scheduled for 
July 7-21 (Junior Camp) and July 29-August 12 
(Senior). As it was stated in the March issue of 
SOLIA, in order to hold camp, we must have a 
complete staff. After the article appeared, a few 
people kindly volunteered their help — but not 
enough. 


Below are the positions that must be filled. Are 
you willing to give some of your time so the camps 
can be held? If so, please contact Preoteasa Mary 
Ellen Rosco by May 15. Your help may make 
the difference. 


JUNIOR CAMP STAFF NEEDED: 

Camp Health Director (Doctor, LPN or RN) 
with current CPR 

Water Safety Instructor with current CPR 

Senior Life Saver with current CPR 

Choir Director 

2 Teachers — clergy or laypersons 

2 Assistant Cooks 

Maintenance Man 


SENIOR CAMP STAFF NEEDED (ALL 
STAFF MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER): 
Camp Health Director with current CPR 
Water Safety Instructor with current CPR 
Senior Life Saver with current CPR 
House Mother 

House Father 

Camp Spiritual Director — clergy 

2 Teachers — clergy or laypersons 

Choir Director 

Arts & Crafts Director 

Head Dining Room Hostess 

2 Assistant Dining Room Hostesses 
Maintenance Man 


Call or write to: Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco 

625 Centralia 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 
(313) 562-1521 
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THE “HELP FOR ROMANIA” DELEGATION’S: 
TRIP TO ROMANIA 


Following a trip to Washington, D.C., where the Epis- 
copate engaged in meetings with various government 
officials, and as a result of other meetings with the 
Brother’s Brother Foundation (BBF), His Grace, Bishop 
Nathaniel, asked me to go to Romania as a representa- 
tive of the Episcopate’s ‘‘Help for Romania’’ Fund. The 
purpose would be to be present for the arrival of the first 
shipment of relief supplies from the Episcopate and BBF, 
and to organize a method or system for the proper dis- 
tribution of the supplies. I was advised to take two oth- 
er people with me. All the funds collected for the ““ Help 
for Romania’’ Fund are being used strictly for aid, not 
for any administrative costs; thus, I and my fellow 
representatives financed our own trip. 


I contacted two of my former parishioners and trust- 
ed friends of more than three decades: Mr. Constantin 
Ardeleanu of Descent of the Holy Spirit parish, Mer- 
rillville, Indiana, and Mr. Julian Lapadat of Holy 
Trinity parish, Los Angeles, California. I explained 
the task to them, made them aware of the financial cost, 
and asked them to be part of the three-man delegation 
representing the Episcopate. They heartily and gener- 
ously accepted the challenge. 


On Monday, February 12, we met at the Chicago 
O’ Hare Airport where we boarded a flight to Frankfurt, 
West Germany. My Preoteasa, Hildegard, accompanied 
us so that she would visit with her brother and family in 
Romania. In our discussions before departure, the mem- 
bers of the delegation agreed that we would need our own 
transportation upon arrival. Therefore, before our 
departure from the U.S. I arranged for a car which would 
be ready for us when we arrived in Frankfurt. The car 
was put at our disposal by my brother-in-law, a refugee 
from Romania and who resided in Germany since 1954. 


We started our journey by car from Frankfurt to 
Bucharest, where we arrived on the evening of Febru- 
ary 15, the target date for the arrival of our first ship- 
ment of supplies at the port in Constanta. On arrival in 
Bucharest, we went to the hotel where we met with Mr. 
Luke Hingson, Executive Director of BBF, Dr. Tony 
Galetta, Medical Director of BBF, and Mr. John Batcha 
of ASGROW Seed Company, who had arrived the same 
evening from Poland. They were our co-workers and 
steady companions for the next six days. 


For more than three weeks, we met with various 
representatives of the provisional government of Roma- 
nia, primarily with people from the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Agriculture, to discuss possibilities 
of distribution of goods and visits to hospitals, seed 
plants, storage facilities, etc. Our daily schedule was 
busy, starting some days at 7:00 a.m. and ending at 
11:00 p.m. or later. 
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February 17, 1990, Bucharest, Romania. Mr. Luke 
Hingson and Dr. Tony Galetta with Fr. Grabowski 
visiting the Foisor Hospital. 


Our first disappointment was that the shipment of sup- 
plies arrived in Constanta two weeks later, at 10:00 p.m 
on March 1. However, following our discussions and the 
establishment of a commission for distribution, all three 
delegates were able to travel by train to Constanta to be 
on board the Romanian transport ship ‘‘Caransebes’’ 
for the unloading of our shipment of five containers or 
the morning of March 2. His Grace Bishop Lucian, Bish- 
op of Tomis, who resides in Constanta, was with us anc¢ 
kindly hosted our one day stay in that city. 


The Romanian Patriarchate warmly received us or 
the evening of our arrival. Metropolitan Anthony 0: 
Sibiu, who during that particular week was in charge o: 
the ‘Locum Tenens’’ office, put his driver at our diss 
posal to take us to Hotel Lido, where rooms had been re 
served for both us and the people from BBF. Addition: 
ally, Fr. Sofian of Antim Monastery was very helpfu 
with information and putting his office phone at our dis 
posal. On our arrival, Preoteasa Hildegard was met by 
her brother and left with him for Moldova, to return tc 
Bucharest on the day of our departure for the return trip 


On our first day of meetings, we had a protocol-type 
session at the Office of the Patriarchate with Bishop 
Nifon, Director of External Affairs, and Bishop Vasile 
the person in charge of distribution of the ““Help fon 
Romania” supplies, several patriarchal counsellors, anc‘ 
the six of us from the United States. 


On the following days we visited hospitals in anc 
around Bucharest, especially the FOISOR Hospital anc 
the FUNDENI Hospital, the office and library of the 
Union of Medical Sciences, the Polytechnic Institute o: 


continued on page + 
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RIP continued from page 6 


charest, and many other places with which we intend- 
to exchange views and establish working relations for 
e future. We also visited a rural dispensary (medical 
nic) in DAIA and the district hospital in GIURGIU. 
was in this city on the shores of the Danube River that 
as almost arrested by the border guards for taking pic- 
res with my camera in a ““border zone.” It is interest- 
g to note that in the first six days, when our compan- 
ns from the BBF were in Romania with us, we made 
ost of our visits in teams. One man from the Brother’s 
other Foundation teamed up with one of the men from 
e Episcopate. This was necessary because the BBF 
presentatives did not speak Romanian, and we were 
ble in this way to help them also as interpreters, since 
e delegation from the Episcopate was fluent in Roma- 
an as well as English. 


arch 2, 1990, Constanta, Romania. Our shipment 
f containers on the dock. Bishop Lucian with our 
elegates (L to R: Mr. Constantin Ardeleanu, Mr. 
ulian Lapadat, Fr. Grabowski) and harbor people. 


On February 26 we had a meeting at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Bucharest, convened by Mr. Allen Docal, the 
Director of the American Library. It was then and there 
hat a commission for the distribution of the relief sup- 
blies was set up. Primarily, all distributions will be made 
hrough the Orthodox Church of Romania, with the help 
ind advice of others. In this commission we have the 
hurch represented by Bishop Vasile, as well as 
Helegates from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Medical School at the University of 
Bucharest, Library of the Union of Medical Sciences, 
Une medical student, and a representative from thewien= 
er of Documentation. All will be under supervision of 
he U.S. Embassy, whose nurse, JoAnne Rizzo, will 
bversee the medical supplies and books. It was, in our 
ppinion, a fair way to involve all those who can help, but 
to primarily do all distribution through the Church in 
Romania. We felt that this will give a ‘‘shot in the arm” 
to the prestige of the Church there, since some of the 
opinions about the Orthodox Church in Romania have 
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been low, due to the problems of cooperation of some 
members of the hierarchy with Ceaușescu and his 
government. 


During our stay in Romania, we were invited by var- 
ious hierarchs of the Church to attend services, and in 
my case to serve. On Sunday, February 18, 1 served 
in the Patriarchal Cathedral in Bucharest. It was a kind 
of ‘‘international’’ Liturgy. Archbishop Dionisios of 
Greece was the celebrant, assisted by Bishop Vasile, two 
archimandrites from Antim Monastery, an Orthodox 
priest from Belgium and others. At the end of the Liturgy 
all the guests were presented to the congregation and 
asked to say a few words. At that time, I was able to ex- 
tend greetings from His Grace, Bishop Nathaniel, and 
from our entire Episcopate to the people of Romania, 
and explain that we came to bring help for the nation 
which has suffered so much. 


On Sunday, February 25, I was invited to serve at 
the Boteanu Church in Bucharest where the parish 
priest, Father Grigorescu, is an old friend of Mr. John 
Sibisan, one of the Episcopate’s legal advisors from 
Cleveland. The entire service was recorded on tape, and 
I brought that tape back with me. Then, on the week- 
end of March 3-4, we three delegates of our Episcopate 
were invited to the Cathedral in Timisoara, to attend the 
consecration of a new bishop, His Grace Daniel Cio- 
botea, the vicar bishop for Banat. We were guests of 
Metropolitan Nicolae Corneanu, and I was invited to 
serve at the Liturgy on Sunday, together with three hi- 
erarchs, eight priests and three archdeacons. That ser- 
vice was broadcast live on Romanian Television, and 
some of my friends and relatives in Romania saw it. A 
video tape was made for us, and I am waiting for it to 
be sent to me. 


Our delegation was interviewed on radio; once in 
Bucharest and once in Constanta. I have the tape from 
Constanta, which will go into the Episcopate files. We 
were also interviewed on Romanian Television, and a 
segment of 8 4 minutes was viewed at the evening news 
on Friday, February 23 and again on Saturday, Febru- 
ary 24. A newspaper interview was published in Con- 
stanta with pictures from the harbor. 


Due to the help of the BBF, our Episcopate has been 
able to send large quantities of medical supplies, seeds, 
books, agricultural tools, etc. to Romania. Altogether, 
these supplies form the largest donation from any sin- 
gle charitable organization. Nevertheless, all of the do- 
nations fall far short of the need. 


The fact that for more than 25 years our brothers there 
were deprived of contacts with the free world and lacked 
the ability to buy goods, has put them in state of dire 
need. I must say that from what we saw, the doctors and 
medical staff there have done miracles in their daily prac- 
tice, but their materials, medicines and scientific books 
need to be updated. The same need 1s in computer tech- 
nology, construction, engineering and almost all fields. 

continued on page 8 
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continued from page 7 

It will take some time to be able to overcome these hard- 
ships. I think and recommend that our help should not 
stop here, but that we should try to continue to send help 
for at least one or two more years. Future delegations 
should continue to visit there, or perhaps we could es- 
tablish an office with some permanent representation. 
The Romanian Patriarchate put at our disposal an office 
room with two desks and a telephone during our stay 
there. 

We observed that the political situation was not quite 
stable. We witnessed the manifestation of Sunday, 
February 18, the coming of the miners into Bucharest, 
the taking down of the statue of Lenin, and other demon- 
strations. According to published reports, there were 39 
political parties already active when we departed from 
Romania. People are still lacking a good political organi- 
zation. There is still fear and lack of trust in personal re- 
lations. Radio and television were broadcasting a wide 
range of programs until 2:00 a.m. every morning. Twice 


A.R.F.O.R.A. RETREAT 


A.R.F.O.R.A. suggested that each Ladies Auxiliary 
hold a Retreat on Lazarus Saturday, the fifth Satur- 
day in Great Lent, when all the women throughout 
Canada and the United States could come together to 
pray together, either as a single parish, or as a com- 
bined Deanery Retreat. We have reports on the fol- 
lowing: 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. The A.R.F.O.R.A. 
Retreat was held at our church. We had with us Fr. 
Serge Bouteneff and Fr. James Gleason who spoke on 
the main theme, ‘‘The Sanctity of Lite.” 


Winnipeg, Man. St. George. We had a Retreat at 
the Protection Monastery, Ft. Qu’Appelle, conduct- 
ed by Rev. Mother Cassiana. Her topic was “Living 
the Orthodox Christian Life During the Great Fast.” 


Regina, Sask. St. George.Rev. Fr. Jon Braun was 
our guest speaker and his topic was ‘‘The Orthodox 
teaching about the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, 
and its religious and moral implications, based on the 
Holy Scriptures and the Holy Fathers.” We circulat- 
ed invitations widely and the participants numbered 
over 150. We had a fantastic day! Fr. Jon is a dynam- 
ic speaker and we all enjoyed his sessions very much. 
We made video tapes of the sessions. 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. We hosted the Retreat 
for the Western PA.— Ohio Deanery. Our excellent 
speaker was Psa. Lydia Becker, and her topic was 
“Love — The Legacy of Christian Womanhood.”” 
Fighty persons were in attendance, including His 
Grace, BISHOP NATHANIEL. 

St. Louis, St. Thomas. We combined our Retreat 
with Sts. Cyril and Methody Orthodox Church, and 
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a week, I saw religious programs with the purpose ct 
teaching our Orthodox faith to those who for decade: 
were not able to learn any religion. Every Sunday . 
Liturgy from a cathedral or a large church is broadcas 
on television. People stay in line at newspaper stands: 
anxious to read the latest news. 


The food situation is better, especially in larger cities 
There are still some lines, especially for meat, cheese ane 
milk. In small cities or country areas, the supplies are nox 
always available. However, at restaurants we were abl. 
to eat good food and enough of it. Also, we noticed thag 
generous amounts of wine and liquor were consumee 
and dancing with live music was available every nigh! 
at restaurants. 


We left Romania by car on March 8, hoping ana 
praying that God will help that country of our origin ti 
work itself up in its rightful place among nations. Ou 
Episcopate has done a terrific job in trying to help, th: 
Brother’s Brother Foundation’s efforts are greatly apg 
preciated, and our delegation thanks Bishop Nathanie¢ 


for the trust put in us. 
Rev. Fr. Richard J. Grabowsks 


we had an enlightening day. Mother Christophora, Ab 
bess, and Sister Helen from Holy Transfiguration Mon 
astery, Ellwood City, PA., kept us engrossed with thei! 
topic, *“The Challenge of Orthodoxy.”’ 


Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. We hosted the Re: 
treat for the three churches: Holy Nativity, St. Mary 
and Descent of the Holy Ghost. Our spirits were up 
lifted by Rev. Fr. George Treff who spoke on the top 
ic, “The Sanctity of Lite.” Twenty-three ladies were 
in attendance. 


Calgary, Alta. St. Mary. We had an all-day works 
shop on “Faith.” It began in the morning at 9:30, witk 
a break for lunch catered by our men. The satisfying 
day ended with Vespers at 5:00 p.m. 


Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral. We hostecé 
the Detroit Deanery Retreat at our parish. Rev. Fr 
Nicholas Liolin from St. Thomas Albanian inspired us 
with his topic, ‘‘Women in the Church.” During oun 
luncheon break, our men catered a delicious meal fop 
us. Approximately 60 ladies were in attendance. 


Financial Report 
continued from page 15 


Credinta Ladies Auxiliary, Ghicago, Ils, e 100.0 
Sts. Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN. . 100.0€ 
St. George Ladies Auxiliary, Canton, OH 100.0C 
Descent of the Holy Spirit Ladies Auxiliary, 

Elkins Park, PA y,. /) Se eee eae 50.0C¢ 
Sts. Constantin & Elena Ladies Auxiliary, 

New-York, NY 0 RDI Ste pa 30.001 


Presentation of Our Lord, Akron, OH...... $ 200.006 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Fits. ML 150.006 
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI .... 100.00! 
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D-NA PREOTEASA 
| ELENA GRAMA 
D-na Preoteasa Elena Grama of 
leveland, Ohio, was recently 
'aduated from Youngstown State 
niversity with a Bachelor’s degree 
Business Administration. During 
tr four years of study she majored 
Accounting and received the 


stinction of graduating CUM 
AUDE. 


| CHURCH 
CONGRESS HOSTS 


Since 1958 
Akron: 1959, 1961, 1971, 


1970, 1977. 

Cleveland: 1966, 1972, 1981, 
1987, 1990 (with Aux- 
iliaries). 

Cathedral: 1965, 1975, 1984, 
1989. 

Dearborn Hgts.: 1960, 1968, 
1986. 

Hermitage: 1964, 1988, 1989. 

Warren, OH: 1963, 1974. 

Warren, MI: 1985, 1988 (with 
Auxiliaries). 

Youngstown: 1958, 1967, 

1973,.1983. 


CON VOCATION 


In conformity with Article III, Section 7, of the By-Laws, we here- 
by call into session: 


THE ANNUAL CHURCH CONGRESS 
THURSDAY, JUNE 28 — SUNDAY, JULY 1, 1990 
AT VATRA ROMANEASCA — GRASS LAKE, MICHIGAN 


All priests presently serving a parish and all lay delegates in the Con- 
gress legally elected by the parish assemblies, whose credentials have 
been verified by the Congress, are called into session. 


The Congress will be in session starting Saturday, June 30, 9:00 
a.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time. 


The agenda, as printed in the Report to the Congress, will include: 
The approval of the Minutes from the last Congress; 

The official reports to the Congress; 

The reports of the Episcopate auxiliaries; 

New Business as submitted by the Episcopate Council or parishes. 


{Bishop NATHANIEL Fr. Laurence Lazar 
President of the Church Congress Secretary 


CHURCH CONGRESS PROGRAM 


THURSDAY, JUNE 28: 
9:00 a.m. — Clergy Conference 
6:00 p.m. — Vespers 
6:30 p.m. — Supper 
FRIDAY, JUNE 29: 
9:00 a.m. — Clergy Conference Continues 
1:00 p.m. — Episcopate Council Meets 
6:00 p.m. — Vespers 
7:00 p.m. — Special Information Program on Romania for 
Delegates and Guests 


SATURDAY, JUNE 30: 


8:00 a.m. — Registration of delegates 

8:30 a.m. — Opening prayer in the church 

9:00 a.m. — Congress convenes 

1:00 p.m. — Lunch 

2:00 p.m. — Congress reconvenes 

6:00 p.m. — Vespers 

7:30 p.m. — Romanian Cultural Program and Supper with 


Dance in the pavillion 


SUNDAY, JULY 1: 

9:00 a.m. — Matins 

10:00 a.m. — Procession and Hierarchal Liturgy 
1:00 p.m. — Festive banquet and Cultural Program 


Kitchen Host: St. Mary, Cleveland, Ohio 
General Hosts: Episcopate National Auxiliaries 


*For accommodations see April issue of SOLIA 


nphony of your feel- 
of God, nay sing with one voice 
t, that He may listen to you and know 
he canticle of His only Son. 
ae. lenatius ot Antioch 
4, 2. (2nd cent.) | 


Letter to the Ephesians, 
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PARISH 
BULLETIN NOTES 


Los Angeles, CA. Holy Trinity. 
Resurrection services were held at 
Midnight, followed immediately by 
the Divine Liturgy. In the after- 
noon, we sponsored a dinner, a cul- 
tural program, and a dance where 
everyone celebrated our joyous 
Easter . . . At 5:00 a.m., Fr. Alecse 
participated in the Easter Sunrise 
Service at the Hollywood Bowl, at- 
tended by 12,000-15,000 people. . . 
A student from the Students League 
of Romania, who was invited to the 
U.S. by UCLA, visited our church 
and spoke at our monthly dinner 
about the present conditions of the 
students and their needs. 


Dunn Loring, VA. Protection 
St. Mary. We celebrated Resurrec- 
tion Matins at Midnight, followed 
by the Divine Liturgy, then the 
blessing of baskets and our Paschal 
breakfast. 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. 
On the Sunday of Orthodoxy, our 
church sponsored the Pan-Orthodox 
Vespers . . . The canonical visit of 
BISHOP NATHANIEL during the 
Lenten Season gave us a special 
boost and awareness in our prepa- 
rations for Easter .. . We served 
Holy Liturgy of the Presanctified 
Gifts every Wednesday, after which 
a religious video presentation was 
shown in the Tonna Center . . . Fr. 
Dimitrie is the Chaplain of St. Vin- 
cent’s Medical Center ... Con- 
gratulations to our choir which 
celebrated its 45th Anniversary . . . 
Our Midnight service was followed 
by the Divine Liturgy, in celebration 
of Pascha. 


Warren, OH. Holy Resurrec- 
tion. We were pleased to host the 
meeting of the Episcopate Council 
at our parish . . . We also held our 
homemade sausage sale ... Our 
Saturday Midnight Resurrection 
services were followed immediately 
by the Divine Liturgy, blessing of 
baskets, and an Agape in the Fellow- 
ship Hall. . . an authentic Mexican 
Pinata was set up on the stage for the 
children to break open and enjoy. 
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Hermitage, PA., Holy Cross. 
AROY and the Church School chil- 
dren had special times for their Con- 
fessions to be able to partake of 
Communion during the Paschal 
period .. . Each Wednesday, fol- 
lowing the Presanctified Liturgy, a 
Lenten meal was donated by an in- 
dividual . . . At the Deanery Ves- 
pers service we hosted, Fr. Ignatios 
of the Greek Church was our 
homilist. Then, a Lenten meal was 
served . . . Our Paschal celebration 
included the Resurrection service at 
Midnight on Saturday, the proces- 
sion, Matins, Divine Liturgy, distri- 
bution of pasti, and a lovely Agape. 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. The Council of Eastern Or- 
thodox Churches of Greater Detroit 
hosted Lenten Vespers in our 
church. Rev. Fr. John Artemas, 
Priest of St. George Greek Church 
in Bloomfield Hills was the guest 
speaker ... A successful Church 
School Open House was held for 
parents, relatives and friends, to dis- 
play what the children have been 
doing all year . . . Deanery Lenten 
Mission Vespers were held at our 
church with the sermon given by 
Rev. Fr. Tofan ... The Ladies 
again held a sale of their delicious 
nut rolls. .. On Holy Saturday, we 
had the Resurrection Matins and on 
Sunday morning we had the Paschal 
Liturgy, followed by a reception in 
our Social Hall. 


Southfield, MI. St. George Ca- 
thedral. Jr. AROY prepared and 
served a tasty Brunch . . . Confes- 
sion and Communion for our 
Church School children was followed 
by a Lenten Breakfast ... We 
celebrated Easter with the Midnight 
Resurrection Service and the Divine 
Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. on Pascha 
Sunday followed by a Reception in 
the Social Hall. 


Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. 
Our Paschal celebration included the 
Midnight Resurrection Service: en- 
circling the church, Matins, and dis- 
tribution of Pasti. Divine Paschal 


Liturgy was on Sunday at 10:30 
a.m. 
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Winnipeg, Man. St. George 
Our Ladies Auxiliary had a boot 
at St. Vital Center for the sale of vaa 
ious items . . . Mother Cassiana ha: 
a full schedule at our church. Firs: 
she met with the students. Follow 
ing Divine Liturgy, she was a gues 
at our special luncheon. She th 
talked to the in-betweeners, then th 
teenagers and young adults. Late 
we had a pizza party. 


Calgary, Alta. St. Mary. Ov 
parish Ladies Auxiliary sponsored | 
Bake Sale and Tea. . . Our Resun 
rection service was on Saturd 
Night followed by the Paschal Divi 
Liturgy. 


Youngstown, OH. Holy Trini 
ty. Our Ladies prepared a luncheo 
following the Divine Liturgy on t 
Feast of the Annunciation . . . the 
also sponsored a colaci sale, and pre 
pared the menu for the Palm Su 
day Fish Dinner. . . A new organi 
zation, ‘‘St. John the Romanian,” 
has been formed to foster Romani 
an traditions and customs. . . Ou 
Paschal celebration included th 
Resurrection service at midnight fo 
lowed by the Divine Liturgy, witl 
a reception afterwards in the sociz 
hall. 


Akron, OH. Presentation 
Our Lord. Following our Midnig 
Resurrection services and Pasch 
Divine Liturgy, Pasti was distribut 
ed, the baskets were blessed, ana 
everyone enjoyed a Breakfast Agap 

The Ladies Auxiliary held 
several Bake Sales during the week: 
ly Fish Fry . . . At our final Presane 
tified Liturgy, the Orthodox Chris 
tian Women of Akron attended. A 
lenten supper was served. 


Canton, OH. St. George. Oui 
Resurrection service was at Mid 
night and the Easter Divine Litur: 
gy was on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. fol: 
lowed by a reception. . .On ARO 
Sunday, all members participated by 
having their confessions heard anc 
then joined in Holy Communior 
. . . A reception was held in honop 
of our Youth and the Church Schoo: 
teachers. Following their Commun: 
ion Breakfast, they all had fun in the 
Easter Egg Hunt. 


OTES continued from page 10 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. The 
rents Club and the Church School 
ade an enjoyable trip to the Trans- 
uration Monastery and took 
any donations of goods with them 
. We had a Midnight Resurrec- 
n service and on Easter Sunday 
had Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
llowed by a reception in the Social 


all. 


Merrillville, IN. Descent Holy 
host. The Orthodox Clergy in 
W Indiana are making plans to 
art an Orthodox Christian School 
hich will offer the full range of aca- 
mic subjects normally offered in 
e public school, plus instruction in 
e Orthodox faith . . . Our Paschal 
lebration included the Midnight 
esurrection Service, Divine Litur- 
at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, blessing 
the Baskets, children’s Balloon 
elease, and a fellowship Brunch 
. .our AROY group co-sponsored 
24-hour retreat when they were to- 
ther in prayer, song, and activity 
ith a goal to collect pledges towards 
orld Vision and the feeding of chil- 
en in poor countries. 


St. Louis, MO. St. Thomas. 
he Church School children had 
cir traditional ‘‘retreat’’ and learn- 
about Holy Week and the prepa- 
tion for Pascha. Divine Liturgy 
egan the retreat which ended with 
sack lunch. They are pleased with 
eir new cork bulletin board and 
ew carpeting. . . The Ladies Aux- 
iary served Fish Dinners on the 
east of the Annunciation and on 
alm Sunday Our church 
elebrated the Resurrection Service 
t Midnight, followed by the Paschal 
ivine Liturgy, then the blessing of 
askets and a reception in the social 


all. 


St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. A clock 
as donated and placed in the par- 
h office . . . We hosted a Deanery 
espers with ten priests from the 
rea churches. A Lenten supper fol- 
wed in our social hall served by our 
adies Auxiliary . . . Our Resurrec- 
ion service was at M:dnight and our 
ivine Paschal Liturgy was on Sun- 
ay at 10:00 a.m. A reception was 
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held, followed by an Easter Egg 
Hunt for the children. 


Regina, Sask. St. George. The 
proceeds from our Talent Auction 
were donated to the ““Help for 
Romania” Fund. The City Health 
Dept. offered a Basic Food Service 
Sanitation Course at our church to 
teach proper food handling tech- 
niques and prevention of food-borne 
illness. All people handling food on 
our premises will need to have at- 
tended such a course . . . Thanks to 
the donors of: the Transfiguration 
Icon, vertical blinds in the 2 areas 
adjacent to the Altar, covers for the 
altar table & icon stand, altar cur- 
tains, and 28 Unison Liturgy Books 
. . .AROY sponsored a Retreat on 
Marriage and Divorce with Fr. Dan 
and Mother Cassiana as guest speak- 
ers .. . They also had a Bake Sale 
and a Treasure Hunt. The Ladies 
Auxiliary sponsored an Easter Bake 
Sale & Tea. . . Our Resurrection 
service was at Midnight and the Di- 
vine Liturgy was on Easter Sunday 
at 10:00 a.m., followed by the bless- 
ing of baskets. 


ON THE CHURCH 
IN ROMANIA 


The Editor of the ‘‘Religion Desk”’ 
of the Chicago Sun Times, April 7, 
1990, issue, entitled his article, 
“ROMANIAN RETURNS.” 


““A church synod, attended by the 
government’s religion minister, Ni- 
colae Stoicescu, voted unanimously 
this week to reinstate the 74 year old 
patriarch.”’ 


“ Archimandrite Bartolomeu Ana- 
nia, one ofthe founders of a group set 
up to study restructuring of the Or- 
thodox Church, said he ‘was and still 
am against (Teoctist’s) return.’ A 


““The Romanian press, severely 
critical of the patriarch under the re- 
gime ousted in December, also voiced 
concern.”’ 


“ ‘The Synod had forgotten the 
churches destroyed under the dic- 
tatorship, the priests hounded for 
refusing to pray for the dictator,’ the 
Romania Libera newspaper wrote. 
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FORMER HERITAGE 
CENTER SECRETARY 
SEEKS DOCTORATE 


Mr. David A. Bernatowicz first 
came to know the Romanian com- 
munity through his tenure at the 
Romanian-American Heritage Cen- 
ter at Vatra Românească. Working 
under the hand of the late thrice- 
blessed Archbishop Valerian, Mr. 
Bernatowicz became familiar with 
the Episcopate and its parishes, the 
Union and League, The Romanian 
Catholic Eparchy and other Roma- 
nian organizations. He traveled to 
some of the cities and came to know 
the people, the stories and contribu- 
tions to American Society. 


After leaving the Center, David 
continued his studies and is now a 
Doctoral Candidate at Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. His doctoral dissertation is 
going to address the role ethnicity 
plays in a worker’s decision to join a 
union between the years 1930 and 
1950. 


Mr. Bernatowicz is searching for 
a number of Romanian-American 
workers in the Cleveland area to in- 
terview. These workers must be the 
children of Romanian immigrants 
and have worked as an unskilled or 
semi-skilled laborer in the Cleveland 
area. 


We encourage SOLIA readers and 
friends to consider being interviewed 
if you fit the above description. The 
information you give will be kept con- 
fidential. Please write your name, ad- 
dress, telephone number, which cor- 
poration worked for, and if you 
joined a union. 


Send the information to: Mr. 
David A. Bernatowicz, 14586 
Lorain Avenue, Apt. #104-D, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 44111. 


Obviously, the work of the Center 
is bringing fruits, and if we can be 
part of the unfolding of the contribu- 
tions of the Romanian people to 
America, we ought to take part. 
Come on! Get out your ballpoint pen 
and write to David! 


A.R.FO.R.A. CONGRESS 
CONVOCATION 


In conformity with Article III, Section 2 of the BYLAWS 
and the decision of the last A.R.F.O.R.A. Congress, we here- 
by convoke the 


42nd ANNUAL A.R.F.O.R.A. CONGRESS 


Thursday-Sunday, May 31-June 3, 1990, at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Romanian Orthodox Church, 750 N. Beech Daly Road, Dear- 
born Heights, Michigan, 48127, (313) 274-9651. 


Accommodations: Holiday Inn - Fairlane, 5801 Southfield 
Service Drive, Detroit, MI 48228 (313) 336-3340. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Thursday, May 31 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Registration of Delegates at Hotel 
Hospitality 


Friday, June 1 

9:00-11:30 a.m. Executive Board Meeting at Church 
Continental Breakfast 
Lunch 
Prayer Service, Continued Registration 
OPENING OF CONVENTION 
Guest Speaker 
Dinner 
Romanian Cultural Program 


Breakfast 

Congress reconvenes 
Second Guest Speaker 
Lunch 

Photograph of all Delegates 
Congress reconvenes 
Vespers and Parastas 
Dance to the ‘‘Blue-Tones’’ 
Buffet will be served 

Good Night 


Sunday, June 3 

weds) am. Matins 

10:30 a.m. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
1:00 p.m. Festive Banquet and Farewell 


| NATHANIEL, Bishop 
Pauline Trutza Jean Dobrea 


President Secretary 


Directions 


TELEGRAPH RD 
SOUTHFIELD 
x 


@ The Holiday Inn — Fairlane is accessible from I-94 by tak- 
ing the Southfield Expressway to the Ford Road Exit. It is 
located at the crossroads of Ford Road and Southfield Ex- 
pressway. 


@ Sts. Peter & Paul Church is located at 750 N. Beech Daly 
Road, between Ford Road and Michigan Avenue. (Note: 
there is no access to Beech Daly Rd. from Michigan Avenue) 
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A.R.FO.R.A. 
VATRA SUMMER KITCHEN 
FUND DRIVE 


Have YOU helped us measure up? 


$50,000 


be ad 
$40,000 


$30,000 


$26,816.94 to date 


Send your A.R.F.O.R.A. 

contributions to: c/o Mrs. Eugenia Poroch 
21101 Winkel Dr. 
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 


Donations Received 
March 17 - April 20, 1990 


$1,000.00 
St. George Cathedral Sr. AROY, Southfield, MI 
St. George Cathedral Ladies Auxiliary, Southfield, 
MI 


$200.00 
GEROY, St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, Cleveland, 
OH 
$100.00 
Sts. Constantin & Elena Ladies Auxiliary, New 
York, NY 
Simon E. Dragan, Baltimore, MD 
Descent of the Holy Ghost Orthodox Church, 
Elkins Park, PA 
George C. Trotogott IMO Victoria Trotogott, 
Warren, OH 
George & Christine Muntean, Park Ridge, IL 


$50.00 
John N. Santeiu, Jr., Garden City, MI 


eh $25.00 
R. William & Mary Nutial, Alliance, OH 


$20.00 
Karen & Jeffrey Koertge, Wheaton, IL 
Susan E. Siara, Lakewood, OH 


SOLI. 


THEODORE 
ANDRICA 


Among the many Romanian-born 
o come to the New World, some 
ve been notably outstanding both 
the Romanian community and 
erican society. Theodore ““Led” 
drica is one of these. 


Born in Transylvania in the town 
Radna, of pious parents, Theo- 
re Andrica followed the usual 
urse of education. After having 
mpleted his studies and following 
urses in Paris, Theodore came to 
e United States. Here, following 
call to serve the Romanian people, 
was ordained a priest. However, 
ter some time he put aside his 
inistry to marry. 


Ted returned to studying but this 
me his interest was in the area of 
urnalism. Being named National- 
ies Editor for the Cleveland Press, 
ed held this position for decades. 


Well known and loved in the 
leveland area, Mr. Andrica’s 
owledge of and love for all nation- 
ities was acknowledged by the 
merican press community. 


A faithful member of St. Mary 
arish, Cleveland, Ted sang in the 
hoir and strana. He was conscious 
f his decision to renounce his priest- 
ood but never showed bitterness 
or animosity. On the contrary, he 
raised the Church for the good 
one and also called to task what he 
elt where negligences. 


Just two weeks before his demise, 
ed and his wife were visited at 
ome by His Grace, Bishop 
athaniel. At this time Mr. Andri- 
a decided to give his collection of 
ritings to the V.D. Trifa Heritage 
enter. 


Theodore Andrica fell asleep in 
he Lord on March 1, and was bu- 
ied on the 5th. Present for the ser- 
vices were His Grace, Bishop 
Nathaniel, Rev. Frs. Vasile Hate- 
gan, Priest Emeritus and Remus 
Grama, priest of St. Mary Parish. 


May his memory be eternal. We 
extend condolences to Mrs. Mary 
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ORTHODOX 
BROTHERHOOD 
OF CANADA 


President Tamara MacLellan 
chaired the recent meeting of the 
OBOC held at the Orthodox Chris- 
tian Gentre, „Ft. Ou Appelle, 
Saskatchewan. 


Among the educational activities 
of the organization is the support giv- 
en to the summer camps held at the 
Centre, July 14-July 28. Fr. Michael 
Lupu is Camp Director. Last year a 
good number of children attended; 
this year we hope to double the num- 
ber! 


A.ROY. 
NEWS 


The spring board meeting of the 
National A.R.O.Y. Executive Offi- 
cers was held at the Descent of the 
Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox 
Church on Lazarus Saturday in 
Warren, Michigan, the site for a 
potentially new A.R.O.Y. chapter. 
Some of the plans made and deci- 
sions taken by the Board include the 
following: The annual Spring Sports 
Tournament will be held in Canton, 
Ohio, May 4-6; a donation of 
$250.00 was sent to the Orthodox 
Christian Centre at Ft. Qu’ Appelle, 
Saskatchewan; New pamphlets de- 
signed for recruiting students for the 
Vatra camps are in the process of 
being printed and mailed out; a 
Family Weekend will coincide with 
Memorial Day Weekend prepara- 
tions at the Vatra (see April issue for 
more details); Debutantes are being 
recruited for the 1990 Cotillion in 
Hermitage, Pennsylvania, on Au- 
gust 25; National A.R.O.Y. is plan- 
ning carnival activities for all ages 
during the 1990 Church Congress at 
the Vatra, in order to promote more 


total family participation at the — 


event. 


Andrica and offer her our prayers 
and support. 
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Mother Cassiana of the Holy Pro- 
tection Monastery is preparing an 
Orthodox Prayer book which she 
will print on her own computer. The 
Brotherhood will underwrite the cost 
in memory of one of our dedicated 
and deceased members, Bill Gallant. 


The Brotherhood is also reprint- 
ing the ‘‘Funeral Service’’ booklet 
which is retained in the various 
funeral homes for use by visitors and 
faithful. Using the Episcopate’s text, 
the booklet is easily followed by par- 
ticipants, many of whom are not Or- 
thodox. 


To give assistance to the ““HELP 
FOR ROMANIA” fund, $300.00 
will be sent to the Episcopate as the 
Brotherhood’s support of the dio- 
cese’s relief efforts. 


Also present at the meeting was 
the new dean of the area, Rev. Fr. 
Nicolae Marioncu, Very Rev. Ar- 
chimandrite Martinian Ivanovici, 
and Rev. Fr. Dan Suciu. 


ORTHODOX 
BROTHERHOOD 
U.S.A. 


The YELLOW PAGES 
PROJECT continues to gather 
names, addresses and occupations of 
the members of our diocese, since we 
all have the opportunity to minister 
to others often through the use of our 
professional talents. Most parishes 
have been approached to assist the 
Brotherhood in the project. Those 
who have not yet responded to the 
Brotherhood’s appeal, please send in 
the requested information. 


The 1990 CHURCH CON- 
GRESS at the Vatra has an added 
feature this year. The Clergy Con- 
ference will begin on Thursday, ad- 
ding an extra day to the events. The 
Brotherhood has organized the 
workshops for this Conference by in- 
viting the following speakers: V. 
Rey. John Matusiak, Palos Park, Il- 
linois (Youth Workshop); V. Rev. 
Fr. George Shalhoub, Livonia, 
Michigan (Healing Broken Rela- 
tionships); Rev. Fr. Joseph Fester, 
Desloge, Missouri (Evangelization). 
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HIERARCHAL 
SCHEDULE 


March 23, 24, 25, Warren OH. 
Holy Resurrection. Friday. Meet- 
ing of the Finance Advisory Com- 
mittee. Saturday. Episcopate Coun- 
cil Meeting. Sunday. Divine Litur- 


sy 


March 28, Wednesday. South- 
field, MI. St. George Cathedral. 
Founding meeting of the National 
Association of Romanian American 
Physicians. 


March 30, 31. April 1. Cleve- 
land, OH. St. Mary. Morning: 
Conference with Leona Barbu re: 
ministering help to amputees. After- 
noon: Warren, OH. Conference 
with Rev. Fr. Grabowski, our head 
delegate for Help for Romania. 
Saturday. Back to Cleveland. 
ARFORA Retreat. Sunday. Divine 
Liturgy. 


April 6. Friday. Southfield, MI. 
Presanctified Liturgy. 


April 7. Saturday. Rives Junc- 
tion. Dormition Monastery. Vigil. 


April 8. Palm Sunday. Warren, 
MI. Descent Holy Ghost. Divine 
Liturgy. Dinner. Pastoral visit to 
Rev. Fr. Rasca. 


April 11, Wednesday. Rives 
Junction. Dormition Monastery. 
Vigil. 

April 12, Thursday. Vatra 
Chapel of St. Mary. Liturgy. Eve- 
ning: Dormition Monastery. 
Reading of the 12 Gospels.Next 
morning: Monastery. Royal 
Hours. Evening: Southfield, MI. 


St. George Cathedral. Lamenta- 
tions. 


April 14. Saturday. Morning. 
Rives Junction, Dormition Mon- 
astery. Divine Liturgy. 


April 14, 15. Southfield, MI. St. 
George Cathedral. Saturday eve- 
ning. Resurrection services. Pascha 
Sunday: Divine Liturgy, Reception. 


April 16. Bright Monday. Rives 
Junction, Dormition Monastery. 
Divine Liturgy. 
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April 20. Friday. Feast of the 
Life-Giving Fountain. Rives Junc- 
tion, Dormition Monastery. Di- 
vine Liturgy. 


April 21. Saturday. ARFORA 
National Board meeting at the 
Vatra. 


April 22. St. Thomas Sunday. 
Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral. Divine Liturgy. 


SOLIA 


(March 20 - April 18, 1990) 
FRIENDS OF SOLIA 


$100.00 
Ann P. Mayberry, Encino, CA, 
IMO Leland C. Mayberry 


$30.00 

Constantin Penu, Elmhurst, NY 
$25.00 

Christine Ciulei, Warren, OH 
$24.00 


M/M John Ross, Warren, OH 
Mary Leuca, Denver, CO 
M/M John Moxie, Canton, OH 


$20.00 
Constantin Gheorghiu, Elmhurst, 


Elena Kaladjian, Elmhurst, NY 
Maria Sulioti, Elmhurst, NY 


$17.50 

M/M John Pana, Regina, SASK 
$15.00 

Maria Baran, Los Angeles, CA 
$14.00 


Bill Danchilla, Canora, SASK 

George Cheredaryk, Canora, 
SASK 

Eileen Danchilla, Canora, SASK 

Don Danchilla, Yorkton, SASK 

George Gullason, Yorkton, SASK 


$12.00 
Eugene Popescu, San Diego, CA 
Aurelia Marich, Akron, OH 
Nicolae Stoicoiu, Panama City, FL 
Helen Pipenur, Warren, OH 
M/M John Tilea, Youngstown, 
OH 
Mary Gid, Akron, OH 
Rev. Fr. Stefan Cordos, Irvine, CA 
Victoria S. Kanellis, Forest Hills, 
NY 
M/M Nick Chepa, Woonsocket, RI 
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$10.00 
Patricia Valleck, Chicago, IL 


ROMANIAN ICON PROJECT 
$20.00 
Elena Chelmu, Wallingford, CT 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Tim & Joyce Henkel, Galloway 
OH 


Pantelimon Tintoi, Windso» 
ONT 

Mary Taillard, Westerville, O 

John Nasea, Jr., Allen Park, MI( 
yrs.) 

John Alexander, Chicago Hts., Il 

Dr. E.J. Schumack, Raleigh, Ni 

Philip Laham, Wichita, KS 

John Solomon, Tiffin, OH 

Rev. Fr. John Stan, Pittsburgh, PP? 

George & Magdalena Angelescu 

Nicoleanu, Grand Rapids, MI 


CORRECTION 


In the April issue, p. 16, Viola Piu 
vu donated $500.00 in memory ¢ 
family members including VIORI 
CA PIRVU (Sister), not Victori 


Pirvu as printed. 


CLERGY CHANGES} 


SAMOILA, Rev. Fr. Raymondi 
released from duties as parisk 
priest of St. Elias parish, Ellwooo 
City, PA, at his own request, ef 
fective May 5, 1990. 

SANFILIPPO, Rev. Fr. Petert 
released from active duty as part 
ish priest, Assiniboia, Sask., effect 
tive, April 30, 1990. Sts. Peter & 
Paul. 


HANDRABUR, Rev. Fr. Mihaii 


released from duties as parish 
priest of St. George parish 


Toronto, Ontario, effective 
February 18, 1990. 
ACCEPTED 
GRIGORESCU, Rev. Fr: 


Gheorghe Grigorie, accepted by 
the Episcopate Council for assign- 
ment by the Bishop’s Office: 
March 24, 1990. 
VASILESCU, Rev. Fr. Deacon 
Eugen, accepted by the Episco 
pate Council for assignment by 
the Bishop’s Office: March 24, 
1990. 


SOLI/ 


PARISH REGISTER 


Baptisms 
ermitru, Kara Lauren, daughter of Thomas N. & 
Laurie A. Chermitru, Croftun, MD. Holy Cross, 
Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Michael J. Chermitru 
& Linda M. & Leanne J. 


ciu, Amanda, daughter of George & Mariana A. 
. Circiu, Philadelphia, PA. Descent Holy Ghost, 
kins Park, PA. Godparent: Victoria M.P. Szugyi. 
arti, Monica Madalina, daughter of Teodor & 
Mariana B. Marti, Cleveland, OH. St. Mary, Cleve- 
and, OH. Godparents: Peter & Anca Bala. 
rcell, Jenna Lee, daughter of Doug & Sherry Pur- 
ell, Regina, Sask. St. George, Regina, Sask. God- 
parent: Janis Hoogeveen. 
lfe, Adam Leslie, son of Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Rolfe, 
Regina, Sask. St. George, Dysart, Sask. Godparents: 
Douglas Nenson & Patricia Nenson. 
inderson, Robert David, son of Kevin D. & Max- 
ine D. Sanderson, Regina, Sask. St. George, Regi- 
jna, Sask. Godparent: Jason Syhlonyk. 


INANCIAL REPORT 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


eorge & Marian Coca, Bridgeport, CT ... .$ 300.00 
cholas Cook, Bridgeport, CT ............ 100.00 
ank Fleser, Indianapolis, IN ............. 100.00 
/M Gregory Butoi, Bay Village, OH...... 50.00 
ordon Galbincea, Cleveland, OH ......... 50.00 
. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Cleveland, OH. . 50.00 
(/M John Tilea, Youngstown, (3) ETE MAES. 50.00 
{/M William Balamaci, Fairfield, (Ovi oan 25.00 
ene A. Blendea, Lathrup Village, MI ..... 25.00 
hristopher Calin, New York, 3 n Mp ANAIS 25.00 
relia Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH .......... 25.00 
hristine Ciulei, Warren, OH .............: 25.00 
lizabeth Galbincea, Cleveland, OH........ 25.00 
/M John George, Regina, Sask ........... 25.00 
I/M Louis Martin, Cleveland, OH ........ 25.00 
inne Mercea, Grosse Pte. Wds., MI........ 25.00 
bhn Mercea, Grosse Pte. Wds., MI........ 25.00 
1/M Nick Moga, Hubbard, OH ........... 25.00 
ev. Fr. Gratian Radu, Jackson, MI ....... 25.00 
eorge Demetriade, Warren, MI ...........: 20.00 
1/M Nick Grecu, Southfield, MI ..........: 20.00 
1/M Norman Lantz, Cuyahoga Falls, OH .. 20.00 
1/M Nicolae Stoicoiu, Panama City, FL.... 15.00 
'hris Cashavelly, Fairfield, CT ......------ 10.00 
anthippe Costa, Bridgeport, (Seth cae 10.00 
aterina Fatsi, Fairfield, CT......---.----- 10.00 
eorge Fatsi, Fairfield, (CO bibe Laza, 234 10.00 
cana M. Jombur, Fairfield, CT ..........:. 10.00 
Lucia Krista, Bridgeport, CT ...........--: 10.00 
onstandinos Pontikis, Trumbull, CT...... 10.00 
indrei Rigea, Bridgeport, Ea WAN: oe SMR ee Pome 10.00 
MEMORIAMS 
M/M Paul Costea, Dearborn Hts., M Dozarea $ 50.00 


"U.M.0. Nicolae Danin & Aurelian Gheordunescu) 


AY 1990 


Received into the Church 
Santoviz, Elizabeth Ann, Westland, MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Rev. Fr. Romey 
Rosco. April 14, 1990. 


Deceased 

Andrica, Theodore, 89. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Berg, Louis, 92. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Buta, Margaret, 77. St. John, Salem, OH. 

Danin, Nicolae, 94. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn 
Hets., MI. 

Datko, Minna (Minnie), 100. Holy Trinity, Youngs- 
town, OH. 

Dimitrescu, Nastasia, (Dima), 87. St. John, Woon- 
socket, RI. 

Dragusin, Elizabeth, 92. St. George, Canton, Or 

Gassey, Sylvia, 64. St. John, Woonsocket, RI. 

Pirvu, Areta, 86. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., 
MI. 

Sawchuk, Nicolae Nick, 78. St. Elias, Lennard-Inglis, 
Man. 

Stan, Sylvia, 85. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Tabacovici, Simona Maria, 71. Sts. Michael & 
Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA. 


M/M Daniel Poroch, St. Clair Shores, MI... 30.00 
(1.M.0. Mary Gibb, Cristina Sakula G John 
Robosan) 
GENERAL DONATIONS 
Juliana Campean, Grosse Die, (awd, IMME. ce oe $ 20.00 
(Pascha Greetings) 
George Fara, Santa Monica, GHATS a Pa eae 20.00 
Victor T. Leahul, Redford, MI .........:.. 20.00 
(Pascha Greetings) 
George & Livia Dragila, Battle Greek, MI .. 15.00 


(Pascha Greetings) 
Vichia Fatsy, Fairfield, CT..........---+---- 5.00 
Marica Nastu, Bridgeport, CT .........---- 5.00 
Viola Pucci, Fairfield, CT .........----+--- 5.00 
Victoria Spau, Bridgeport, CT ............. 5.00 
Helen Stoica, Bridgeport, CT..........-.-. 5.00 


EPISCOPATE (PARISH) DUES 


St. George, Dysart, Sask............ $ 940.00 
St. Dumitru, New York, NY......-..--+--- 875.00 
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Ft. Wayne, IN ..... 360.00 
St. John, Niles, OH .......c cec... 240.00 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Canora, Sask............: 75.00 
Holy Resurrection, Oakland, CA........... 36.00 
Holy Trinity, Miramar, Fla eco a a e) eee 30.00 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Canora, Sask. ........... 25.00 
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Ft. Wayne, EN a 20.00 
EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 
Presentation of our Lord, Akron, (ERA $1,000.00 
St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT............--- 750.00 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, [37 cea te ta eee 250.00 
St. Mary, St. Paul, MN... 151.00 
Sts. Constantine & Elena, Indianapolis, IN . . 148.61 
Holy Cross, GR ANGria, VA tc. e mai di 75.00 


LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 
St. Dimitrie Ladies Auxiliary, Bridgeport, 
pe ie, Col ater Cae ee oh ee RA) ot $ 538.20 
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Members of the Episcopate Council at the Holy 
Resurrection Parish, Warren, Ohio, with represen- 
tatives of the Brother’s Brother Foundation. In the 
front row: Rev. Frs. G. Becker, L. Lazar, Bishop 
Nathaniel, Mr. Hingson (BBF), Dr. Anthony Gallet- 
ta (BBF), J. Sibisan, Dr. L. Dajdea, C. Tofan; Sec- 
ond Row: M. Chestnut, J. Regule, P. Trutza, S. 
Carulea, J. Serban; Third Row: A. Scala, E. Bujea, 
A. Srbu, G. Cantor, G. Danis, Rev. Fr. R. Rosco. 


At its March 24 meeting, the Episcopate Council 
heard its first major report on the Diocese’s ““Help For 
Romania”! Assistance Program. Present were Mr. 
Luke Hingson, Executive Director of Brother's Broth- 
er Foundation, Pittsburgh and Dr. Anthony Gallet- 
ta, Medical Adviser. At this time, the Episcopate pre- 
sented checks amounting to $30,450.57 for transpor- 
tation and other costs. 


EPISCOPATE COUNCIL: ““HELP FOR ROMANIA” 


The Council heard His Grace announce that ove 
6.4 million dollars in food and supplies were on the 
way to Romania. 


Medical Supplies 240,000 Ib. $1,556,7£ 
Food 300,000 Ib. = 165,04 
Medical Texts & Journals (new) 45,000 Ib. 1,908, 0C( 
Agriculture (Misc. Seed) 1,826,000 Ib. 2,135,0C( 
Education (new Textbooks) 650,000 Ib. 650, 00K 


The Fund is also seeking medical help in the U.S 
for wounded freedom fighters needing special Orthc 
pedic care. 


The Bishop expressed special thanks to the Brother” 
Brother Foundation and to the many manufacturer 
and suppliers of the aid. 


Donations may be sent to the **Help for Romani 
Assistance Program’’, Dept. 771233, Detroit, MI 
48277-1233. 


“HELP THE CHILDREN OF ROMANIA”? 


In the March issue of SOLIA, we reported an exclu- 
sive interview with Mrs. Carol Metes Stevens, a mem- 
ber of St. George Cathedral, who had adopted a child 
in Romania just after the revolution. 


Mrs. Metes heads the Episcopate effort to assist 
Romanian children in orphanages through medical, 
and.other assistance. Assisting are a number of physi- 
clans,-, 

In a special interview on 20/20. April 27, Carol and 
her husband Joe, with baby Susan Marie, were shown 
vahd-an-appeal was made to America for financial sup- 
“port. alts 


A special account under the Episcopate has been set 
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up in Detroit. We hope that the faithful will suppor 
us in this worthy effort. 


Included on the Board of Directors are the followingg 


His Grace Bishop NATHANIEL 
Mr. Dan Poroch 

Dr. Lucian Dajdea 

Dr. Anthony Galetta (BBF) 

Dr. Constantinidi 

Rev. Fr. Constantin Tofan 

Mrs. Joseph (Carol) Stevens 


Help the Children of Romania 
Dept. 771246 
Detroit, MI 48277-1246 


Preamble 

he Earth is in danger. While a crisis of prodigious 
portions looms before all creation, our society con- 
es down a path of excessive consumption and 
poliation of the land. The effects of this crisis are 
ging our weather, poisoning our lakes and streams, 
ling our air, eroding our soils, and endangering the 
th of every person on the planet. 


t the root of this predicament lies the failure of so- 
ty to embrace the ecological dimension of scripture 
the theology of the Church. What is despoiling the 
th and increasingly doing violence to people is our 
. It is greed, gluttony, love of luxury, and all of the 
dly sins of fallen human nature which underlie this 
sis. 


o address this crisis, representatives of the An- 
chian Archdiocese of North America, the Greek 
chdiocese of North and South America, and the Or- 
dox Church in America (OCA) together with St. 
adimir’s Seminary and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
minary with their Alumni Associations, and the 
rth American Conference on Christianity and Ecol- 
(NACCE), jointly convened a symposium in 
gonier, Pennsylvania. The following statement 
resents participant concensus on Orthodox respon- 
ility in this serious ecological predicament. 


ristian Responsibility for the Creation 

In the Orthodox tradition, it is God's ‘‘economia,”’ 
Providence, which governs all Creation and defines 
manity’s role in it. Through God’s will, we are born 
o this earthly habitation (ozkos, or home) to work out 
r salvation, to ‘‘dress it and keep it,’’ and to raise 
into its full cosmological potential in Christ. 


As Christ came to earth to redeem a fallen humani- 
, so human responsibility is to redeem Creation. To 
ter into this work of earthly redemption is to enter 
to the salvific work of Jesus Christ. This implies that 
rist’s example must inform every facet of Orthodox 
e and livelihood, and that each Christian is called 
on to ‘‘save’’ the earth. 


The implication for every Orthodox person and for 
ery parish is that we must identify and apply the earth 
aling dimensions of our Orthodox faith. The follow- 
g brief statements identify some of the initial steps 
ward the Transfiguration of Nature: 


he Incarnation 

The birth of Christ reflects the love of God for the 
hole created order, not just humanity. Jesus Christ 
me to serve and to sacrifice himself in order to raise 
e whole world. The life of Christ exemplifies the qual- 
of love to which we are called in redeeming creation. 
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OR THE TRANSFIGURATION OF NATURE 


A STATEMENT ON ORTHODOX RESPONSIBILITY TO CREATION 


Prayer 

The action of Christ provides the power and strength 
to repent. To paraphrase the Psalmist, ‘‘Unless the 
Lord heal the creation, they labor in vain.’’ We need 
to pray for ecological change, and that change needs 
to begin in ourselves. 


Fasting 

Since our ecological plight derives from sin and a 
decline from the precepts of our Lord, fasting addresses 
this as it is purifying as well as conserving of resources. 
Fasting also looses the bonds of wickedness and brings 
us into closer relationship with Jesus Christ. 


Repentance 

As John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord 
by teaching repentance, so each person needs to repent 
from earth-desecrating habits. Our salvation 1s inti- 
mately intertwined with saving the earth. Unless we 
find a radical change of heart, we will not be able to 
generate the tremendous changes that are necessary. 


Sacramental Living 

Sacraments raise the fallen world into a spirit-filled 
relationship with God. The Eucharist is central to a 
sanctification of Creation as this allows participation 
in Christ’s continuing sacrifice and transformation. 


Iconography 

A natural catechetical tool for teaching responsibili- 
ty for the Creation are icons. They provide a visual 
image which adds depth to instruction, and they de- 
pict a vision of a perfected humanity bringing healing 
to the earth and its environs. 


Dominion over Creation 

Submission to Jesus Christ is primary in finding a 
holy and complete relationship to the creation. With- 
out dominion over fallen human nature and the pas- 
sions which defile the individual, a blessed and sancti- 
fied dominion to nature does not exist. 


Asceticism 

Over-consumption and greed are destroying the 
earth. These are overcome through remembering the 
ascetical teachings of Christ and the Church, and 
through a deliberate self-denial of personal wants 
through self-restriction. 


Resurrection 

Human life is continually renewed through conscious 
participation in Christ’s redemption and resurrection. 
This provides a door which allows for the recovery of 
the paradisical state as well as the transfiguration of 


nature. | 
continued on page 24 
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UN MESAJ DE PASTE AUZIT DE DE 


lisus Hristos este capul bisericii Sale. 


“Căci nimeni nu poate pune altă temelie, decât cea 


pusă, care este lisus Hristos” (1 Cor 3:11). 


Totuşi Domnul a numit si apostoli ‘“‘Cel ce vă ascultă 
pe voi pe Mine mă ascultă, și cel ce se leapădă de voi 
de Mine se leapădă; iar cel ce se leapădă de Mine se 
leapădă de Cel ce M'a trimis pe Mine” (Le 10:16). 


““In cazul unei dioceze, cea mai înaltă autoritate este 
Episcopul ei.’’ In cadrul unei Biserici Ortodoxe locale, 
cum este Biserica din România sau cea din Statele 
Unite, cea mai înaltă autoritate visibilă este Sinodul 
ei local; adică adunarea tuturor Epsicopilor care se 
întrunesc pentru a-și exprima părerile referitor la even- 
tuale probleme ce s'ar ivi. 


In cazul Bisericii Ortodoxe din toată lumea, cea mai 
înaltă autoritate o are Sinodul Ecumenic compus din 
Episcopii tuturor Bisericilor Ortodoxe. 


Nici un Episcop al Bisericii Ortodoxe nu deţine el 
singur cea mai înaltă autoritate în întreaga Biserică 
Ortodoxă, sau cere supunere din partea altor Episcopi. 


„Arhiepiscopi, Mitropoliti, Patriarhi, sunt titluri 
onorifice care indică măsura sferei de influenţă a fiecărei 
jurisdicții sau un trecut prestigios dar nu o dominare 
a unuia fata de altul. 

(Greek Catechism 1953, Callinicos). 


Teologia Bisericii Ortodoxe este mai presus de toate, 
© teologie a comunităţii. 


Fiecare biserică locală este constituită, asa cum a 
văzut-o St. Ignatie, de către un grup de credincioşi 


adunaţi în jurul Episcopilor lor, sav 
Biserica universală este constituită din ca 
locale, Episcopii, în comuniune unul ct 

The Orthodox Church — 


Tradiţia este ca un Episcop Ortodox să 
scrisori pastorale, credincioșilor de sub jurisd: 
la anumite sărbători, în general la Crăciun şi la 


Fiecare ierarh trimite scrisori pastorale 
preoților si credincioşilor de sub jurisdicţia lu 
preoților sau credincioșilor din altă jurisdicții 


Scrisoarea pastorală este o legătură reală, nu 
un simbol al unității dintre turmă şi păstor 
scrisoare, fie dela o persoană oarecare sau Epis 
Sinodul unei Biserici, trimisă credincioşilor din 
Dioceză este un amestec grav, amenințând unita 
sericii. 

De curând clerul și parohiile noastre au prim 
calea aerului un astfel de mesaj (în mod voit am 
cuvântul “MESAJ” si nu Scrisoare Pastorală, cu 
că asta a fost). 


Presupunând că a venit dela Sfântul Sinod al B 
Ortodoxe din Romania — și cunoscând regulile ar: 
mai sus, ne întrebăm cum a fost posibilă asem 
actiune!? 


Pentru binele clerului nostru, parohienilor şi | 
oricărui creştin ortodox, vă facem cunoscut a 
Mesaj”’ și răspunsul nostru plin de îngrijorare. 


Nathaniel, Ep 


i CUVINT DE SFINTELE PAȘTI 
CATRE FRAŢII ROMÂNI DE PRETUTINDENI 


Prea tubiților slujitori ai altarelor și tuturor 
binecredinciosilor români de pretutindeni. 


Far, pace și bucurie de la Hristos Cel înviat din morte 
tar de la noi frateasca si părintească binecuvintare. 
HRISTOS A INVIAT! 
Lubiti fraţi de un neam si de o credință, 


Puterea netarmurita si bucuria negraita a învierii Dom- 
nului nostru isus Hristos ne uneşte cugetele şi simţurile 
în legătura credinţei străbune si a dragostei frătești care 
sînt mai tari decit toate granițele, decit toate depărtările 
st decit toate lipsurile noastre omeneşti. 


Hnstos- Domnul, Biruitorul iadului si al morții, a 
binevoit ca anul acesta poporul român să prăznuiască 
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RUGATI-VA PENTRU O ROMÂNIE LIBERA 


primul Paste liber după o perioadă de 45 de ani de roo 


sub dictatura ateistă. 
4 


Puterea lui Hristos Cel înviat din morţi a fost simţ! 
de miltoane de tineri si vârstnici români ca o putere 
tare decit teama de moarte. De aceea, ei au strigat în aci 
zale de decembrie dinainte de Sărbătoarea Naştei 
Domnului: ““ Dumnezeu este cu noi!?’ 


Acum Hristos-Domnul care S-a milostivit de patimir 
poporului român sit i-a ridicat crucea de pe umeri ne chear 
la renaștere și reînviere sufletească. Dacă dictatura ateis 
ne-a invrajbit unii cu alții, în țară si peste hotare, credir 
în Hristos Cel înviat din morți, ne cheamă acum 
impăcare st tertare, la un început nou de viata crestineas 
sl românească. 


cont. la pag. . 


SOL 


de la pag. 18 


tele noastre răvășite în multe feluri, de suferință şi întristare, 
ariate și dezbinate de multe feluri de greșeli vor putea găsi 
care și viaţă nouă numai în iubirea și puterea lui Hristos 
notat din morţi. Pastile Lui înseamnă trecere de la moarte 
aţă, de la păcat la vurtute, de la vrajba la iertare. Credinţa 

Învierea lui Hristos a modelat sufletul atît de bun al 
rulut, nostru in omenia românească. Să redescoperim în 
rile Invierii, împreună cu moşii si strămoșii nostri puterea 
toare și sfintitoare a Sfintelor Paşti în toate zilele vieții 
re: Pastile cele frumoase, Pastile Domnului, Pastile! Pastile 
brea cinstite nouă ne-au răsărit! Pastile, cu bucurie unul 
tul să ne imbratisam! O, Pastile, izvăvirea de întristare! 
Ziua Invierii! Să ne luminăm cu prăznuirea, unul pe al- 
a ne imbratisim. Să zicem; fraților, și celor ce ne urăsc 
oi; să îertăm toate pentru Inviere!” 


adar, sărbătoarea Învierii Domnului ne cheamă pe toţi cei 
redință și de un neam la comuniune. Astăzi sufletele mar- 
r noștri, ale părinților şi ' fraților nostri, ale tuturor celor 
tat noștri de pretutindeni ne cheamă să arătăm că iubirea 
curia lui Hristos sînt mai tari decît moartea și despărțirea. 
întul Sfintului Ioan Gură de Aur care se citește în dimineata 
rit în toate bisericile ortodoxe descrie astfel puterea și bucuria 
2. 


Intraţi toți întru bucuria Domnului nostru: și ce dintii, 
din urmă, luaţi plata. Bogaju şi săracu împreună bucuraţi. 
Cei ce v-aţi infrinat , şi cei leneși, cinstiți ziua! Cei ce ați 
at și cei ce n-aţi postit, veselifi-vd astăzi . . . Gustaţi toți 


nt intitulat “Mesaj de Sf. 
i de pretutindeni” care a fost 
or de sub oblăduirea noastră. 


de o persoană, se încheie cu 
cii Ortodoxe Române.” Ni 
că numele nici unui mem- 
„nu a fost așternut pe hâr- 
ste faptul că numele Patri- 


j și cine l-a tri- 


1990 


Sf. Sinod, nu aper ca. 


Sinod al pe 


din ospatul credinței; impartasiti-vd toți din bogăția bundatati!”? 


Vazind atita bunătate şi iertare venind de la Dumnezeu spre 
noi, ni se lărgește inima, ni se luminează sufletul şi crește în 
noi dorința de comuniune şi unitate sufletească. 


De aceea, prea iubiti părinți si fraţi români de pretutindeni, 
not, membrii Sfintului Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, 
Vă adresăm acest cuvint de Sfintele Paşti, dimpreună cu chemarea 
sfintă şi părintească la unitate în credință și comuniune frateasca 
în numele lui Hristos Cel înviat din morți. Drept aceea, dor- 
nici să lucrăm împreună pentru renașterea și reînvierea spirituală 
a poporului nostru român, Vă întîmpinăm cu inimile și braţele 
deschise şi ne bucurăm de orice inițiativă de apropiere, de 1er- 
tare şi de împăcare între noi, între frații de același neam și de 
aceeaşi credinţă. Biserica Mamă are nevoie de credinţă, de 
dragostea si de sprijinul fratiilor Voastre ale tuturor românilor 
de pretutindeni. Sa ne ajutăm uni pe alții să ne înnoum sufletește, 
să fim mai uniți între noi, să slăvim mai mult și mai bine pe 
Dumnezeu Care ne-a eliberat din robie şi ne cere să fim mat 
buni. De Sfintele sărbători ale Învierii Domnului, Vă adresăm 
tuturor cele mai calde urări de sănătate multă, pace sfintă, 
prosperitate şi bucurii duhovniceşti. 


Harul Domnului nostru lisus Hristos Cel înviat din morţi, 
dragostea lui Dumnezeu Tatăl si împărtășirea Sfintului Duh 
să fie cu vor toți. 


SFÎNTUL SINOD AL BISERICII 
ORTODOXE ROMÂNE 


- SFÂNTUL SINOD AL 
SERIC II ORTODOXE ROMÂNE 


Clerul şi credincioşii sunt sub oblăduirea lui 
Nathaniel, Episcop al Episcopiei Române Ortodoxe din 
America, cu scaunul în Detroit, Michigan — USA. 


Dat fiind că anumiţi membri ai Sf. Sinod au primit 
Calendarul SOLIA 1990, suntem convinşi că numele 
preoţilor si bisericilor aparținând Episcopiei dela Vatra, 
pot fi verificate. 


In acelas timp, Episcopul Nathaniel este membru al 
Sf. Sinod al Bisericii Ortodoxe Americane, Biserica 
Autocefală Ortodoxă Americană, al cărei cap este The- 
odosius, Arhiepiscop al oraşului Washington, DO si 
Mitropolit al Americii și Canadei. 


Membrii acestui Sfânt Sinod American sunt: 


— Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Petre, Arhiepiscop de New 
York si New Jersey 


. Prea Sfintitul Kyrill, Episcop de Pibute ŞI 


Pennsylvania de Apus 


i — Prea Sfinţitul Dmitri, Episcop de Dallas și Sud 
m cont. la pag. 20 
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— Prea Sfinţitul Herman, Episcop de Philadelphia 
și Pennsylvania de Răsărit 


— Prea Sfinţitul Grigore, Episcop de Sitka și Alaska 


— Prea Sfinţitul Nathaniel, Episcop de Detroit si al 
Episcopiei Române 


— Prea Sfinţitul lov, Episcop de Hartford si New 
England 


— Prea Sfinţitul Tikhon, Episcop de San Francisco 
si Apus 


— Prea Sfinţitul Mark, Episcop de Ft. Lauderdale 
şi Administrator al Diocesei din Midwest 


— Prea Sfinţitul Seraphim, Episcop de Edmonton 
si Vicar al Diocesei Canadiene 


Şi membrii pensionari: 

Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Vladimir 
Inalt Prea Sfinţitul Silvestru 
Prea Sfinţitul Vasile 

Prea Sfinţitul Boris 


Episcopia Ortodoxă Română este parte întegrală a 
Bisericii Autocefale Ortodoxe Americane, (conf. Acor- 
dului din 17.12.1970: OCA/ROEA) cu preoţii, cu 


parohiile și instituţiile sale. 


Vă scrim acestea, pentrucă ni se pare bizar că o 
scrisoare a fost trimisă clerului şi credincioșilor de sub 


oblăduirea și jurisdicţia Sf. Sinod al Bisericii Ortodo 
Americane, în numele Sf. Sinod al Bisericii Ortodo: 
Române. 


Găsim acest fapt cu totul neobișnuit și creder 
asemenea că acest fapt este recunoscut și - 
dumneavoastră. De bună seamă acest mesaj nu a fd 
trimis şi credincioşilor din România?! 


In aceiași măsură este adevărat că asemenea m 


Mesaj a putut fi trimis în numele Bisiericii Ortodo: 
Române. 


Birourile noastre au trimis o copie a ‘‘Mesajulu 
Paști trimis fraților români de pretutindeni.”” fnsos 
de o copie a acestei scrisori, Sf. Sinod al Bisericii Ame 


cane. 


In spiritul adevărului, al unităţii de credinţă, 
împărtășirii Sf. Duh și al fratiei crestinesti, sperăm . 
acest fapt neobișnuit nu se va repeta, ca să nu cret 
îngrijorare și uimire în rândurile clerului 
credincioşilor pe pretutindeni. : 


RS 


In dragostea lui Hristos, 


Nathani 
Episcop al Episcopiei Romane Ortodoxe America 


Se 


CONGRESUL DE LA 
VATRA ROMÂNEASCĂ 


In conformitate cu Art. 3, Secţiunea 7 a Statutului — si potrivit deciziei Consiliului Episcopesc s'a 
convocat în Sesiune Congresul Anual Bisericesc al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America şi Canada, 
ce va avea loc Joi 28 Iunie pana Dumineacă 1 Luiie, 1990 la Vatra Românească, Grass Lake, Michigan, 


USA. 


Toţi preoții care slujesc în prezent în parohiile Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America si Canada 
. E ee . . ° ip, ule ee . S n . ? 
și delegaţii mireni aleşi legal de către adunările parohiilor si ale căror mandate au fost verificate de către 


Congres, sunt chemaţi în Sesiune. 


rite a a 6 a E ie p . = N rea e = ny »lAag: 3 ete a —hiok 
Invitatia de a participa la acest Congres alaturi de delegați este deschisă tutoror. 
Gazdă a Congresului din acest an vor fi toate Auxiliarele Episcopiei. 


Mâncarea va fi pregătită de parohienii Bisericii Sf. Maria — Cleveland. 


Agenda Congresului care va fi tipărită în Raportul Congresului va cuprinde: Aprobarea Proceselor- 


Verbale ale precedentului Congres; Rapoartele oficiale către 


Congres; Rapoartele Organizatiilor Auxiliare; 


Noi propuneri făcute de către Consiliul Episcopesc şi de către parohii. 


ÎNATHANIEL, Episcop 


Preşedintele Congresului Bisericesc 
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Pr. Laurence Lazr 
Secretar 


SOL! 


u o astfel de evlavie se cinstesc în fiecare an, la 21 
i, Sfinţii Constantin şi Elena, care au scos Biserica 
catacombe, dându-i libertate. In cei 300 de ani, 
întemeierea credinţei creștine, când persecuțiile 
otriva închinătorilor lui Hristos erau tot mai 
eroase, Dumnezeu s'a descoperit lui Constantin să 
ovăduiască pe ‘‘Hristos cel Rastignit’’, 1 Cor. 1, 


ăcând din Sf. Cruce ““puterea lui Dumnezeu”. 1 
fete 18. 


'a născut în anul 274 în orășelul Nis, din Jugosla- 
de azi. Pe atunci regiunea se numea Moesia 
erioară și făcea parte din Imperiul Roman. 
stantiu Clor, tatăl său, care stăpânea Spania, Ga- 
și Britania, după o scurtă suferință, muri în anul 
„iar în locul lui a fost proclamat împărat, fiul său, 
stantin, în ziua de 25 lulie. Această succesiune a 
ărat pe Maxentiu, stăpânitorul Italiei, un dușman 
restinilor, căutând prilej de răzbunare. Curând el 
ni război împotriva lui Constantin. Dar rugăciunile 
itoare, cu multe lacrimi, închinate Mântuitorului, 
onstantin şi mama lui Elena, i-au adus izbăvire. 
una din zile a văzut pe cer, în Galia, în mare 
ucire Sf. Cruce, alcătuită din stele, pe care era scris: 
hoc signo vinces’’, Prin acest semn vei birui. In 
ptea următoare i s'a arătat chiar Mântuitorul, care-i 
să facă un steag în formă de Cruce și pe care să-l 
rte în fata oștilor sale si cu care va învinge pe 
manii săi, cum arată scriitorul Eusebiu. In luptele 
Torino şi Verona, nordul Italiei, Maxentiu este 
ins, iar Constantin intră biruitor în Roma, la 28 
. 312, fiind primit ca un mântuitor și încoronat 
ărat peste întreg Imperiul Roman. 


ovatuitoarea spre îmbrăţișarea credinţei creștine era 
ma sa Elena, “'călăuzitoarea obștei creștine și 
oara nedeșertată a bunatatilor’’. Ea a sădit în ini- 
fiului ei iubirea de Dumnezeu și de oameni. 


n anul 313 a dat Edictul dela Milan pentru liber- 
a religioasă a creştinilor şi eliberarea sclavilor. 


na din marile înfăptuiri a fost și convocarea 

iului Sinod Ecumenic la Nicea, anul 325, care a 

ornicit dumnezeirea lui isus, împotriva rătăcitului 

ie. Toate hotărârile acestui Sinod au fost păzite de 

eg imperiul și Ortodoxia a biruit. Putem spune că, 

ersoana Sf. Constantin, chipul lui Dumnezeu s'a 
linit prin har. 


f. Elena, prin evlavia ei, a trait o viata de sfințenie. 
rnică de a vedea locurile sfinte, deşi octogenară, în 
1 326 a umblat pe urmele lui lisus; făcându-se 
ături pe Golgota, a aflat mântuitorul lemn al Crucil 
rostit pentru întâia oară cuvintele: “Bucură-te lemn 
icit”?. O parte din lemnul Crucii l-a dus la Constan- 
opol, zidit de Sf. Constantin și purtându-i numele. 


n cinstea Mântuitorului a pus, o Cruce de piatră 
mijlocul Romei pe care era scris: ““Tisus Hristos 


Y 1990 


FINȚII ȘI ÎNTOCMAI CU APOSTOLII” CONSTANTIN ȘI ELENA 


Nika’’. Numai în Ierusalim au zidit 18 Biserici, 
înzestrându-le cu sfinte odoare. 


In anul 337, 21 Mai, în Dumineca Rusaliilor, Sf. 
Constantin își dă obstescul sfârșit, în Nicomidia, in 
vârsta de 66 ani si este așezat în Biserica Sf. Apostoli. 
Inainte de moarte, cu glasul blând, învăţa pe toți: “ 
Acum v'am destoinicit credința adevărată deci întru 
aceasta să vietuiti și întru dânsa să vă intariti, iar Dum- 
nezeu să fie cu voi’’. Sf. Elena a murit cu zece ani 
înainte. 


Constantin si Elena au fost incununati de Dumnezeu 
ca împărați pentru viata lor curată, Faptele lor marete 
și pilda vieţii lor, cum ne arată și cântarea bisericească: 
““Nu dela oameni au luat chemarea, ci dela 
Dumnezeu’’, în chip minunat ca si Ap. Pavel. Dela 
început au fost cinstiţi ca Apostolii, cu toate că ei n’au 
fost în temniță, ca Ap. Petru, nici legaţi în lanţuri și 
bătuţi ca Ap. Pavel si toți mucenicii. Ei au propovaduit 
însă pe lisus prin fapte. loan Gură de Aur învaţă: “A 
lăuda pe Pavel este greu să găsești o limbă iscusită, dar 
tot așa de greu este să ai bogăţia graiului și vrednicia 
trebuitoare ca să lăudăm pe Sf. Constantin și Elena, 
după vrednicia lor”. 


Dacă Sf. Apostoli au întemeiat Locasuri de închi- 
nare, Sf. Constantin si Elena le-au dat libertatea, creind 
adevărate cetăţi ale evlaviei creștine, prin care ‘se 
glorificau viata, moartea și Invierea lui lisus. Creștinii 
moştenesc dela Apostoli cinstirea Duminecii, Sf. Con-, 
stantin legiferează această zi pe întreg imperiu. 
Apostolii păstrau neschimbată învățătura Mân- 
tuitorului, Sf. Constantin a chemat la anul 325 primul 
Sinod, întrunind 318 Episcopi ai lumii creștine, unul 
fiind dela "Tomis, Constanta de azi, statornicind 
adevărul de credinţă, fata de cei rataciti. Ajutoarele date 
comunităţilor creştine și celor săraci, azilele pentru cei 
în vârstă și străini, indreptatesc cele scrise de Teofilact, 
că Sf. Constantin si Elena” socoteau binefacerea tot 
atât de necesară ca și respiraţia pentru trupul omului”. 
Au ştiut să unească în sufletul lor credinţa cu bunătatea, 
sfintenia cu faptele de eroism, smerenia Crucii cu gloria 
coroanei de împărați și înţelepciunea cu milostenia. Așa 
a triumfat creştinismul, care e ““adevărul însuși si sin- 
gura floare menită să infloreasca’’, cum scrie poetul 
V. Voiculescu. 


Sfinţii au avut o chemare dela Dumnezeu; Și noi 
avem o chemare la noua împărăție a lui Dumnezeu, 
ca să fim fiii Lui. Ni se cere și nouă curăţenia vieții, 
osteneala pentru întărirea dreptei credințe și arătarea 
Sf, Cruci, ca să ne fie îndreptar și pe cari să le urmăm. 
De aceea în cultul Bisericii noastre au intrat cântări de 
laudă, numindu-i ‘‘Cei întocmai cu Apostolii și 
spunând: ‘‘Data-i slugii Tale înțelepciunea 
blândeţea si dreapta credință a Apostolilor”. 


Părintele Nicolae Bârsan 
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DELEGAȚII EPISCOPIEI ÎN VIZITĂ ÎN ROMANIA 


După încărcarea primelor ajutoare în vapor și 
plecarea lor spre România, Prea Sfintia Sa Episcopul 
nostru Nathaniel m'a însărcinat să plec în Țară cu o 
delegație, spunându-mi că-mi pot alege doi prieteni $1 
buni lucrători care să mă însoţească în această delegaţie. 
Am întrebat imediat pe doi foști enoriași ai mei și buni 
prieteni, domnii Costică Ardeleanu dela parohia din 
Gary, Indiana si Julian Lăpădat dela parohia din Los 
Angeles, California şi ambii au acceptat să pornim in 
această misiune de ajutorare. 


Luni 12 Februarie, delegația noastră s'a întâlnit la 
Chicago de unde am luat calea aerului cu American 
Airlines către Frankfurt. La aeroport, în Germania, 
ne aștepta un automobil — pus la dispoziție de cum- 
natul meu, cu care am pornit spre România, dorind 
să avem și acolo, mijlocul nostru propriu de transport. 
Am sosit la București în seara zilei de 15 Februarie, 
mergând direct la biroul Patriarhiei. Am fost primiţi 
de Inait Prea Sfinţitul Mitropolit Antonie dela Sibiu, 
care era de rând cu locotenenta patriarhală, de serviciu 
la patriarhie. Am vorbit si cu Pr. Arhimandrit Sofian 
şi am plecat la hotelul LIDO din Capitală, unde ni se 
făcuse rezervaţia camerelor. Trebuie să mentionez că 
pe drum, am fost foarte plăcut impresionați de 
atitudinea guvernului maghiar dela Buda-Pesta, care 
a scutit de taxa de viză de tranzit, pe toţi aceia care 
aveau acte oficiale că duc ajutoare în România. Pen- 
tru noi, taxa ar fi fost — dus şi intors — $68.40 de 
persoană. 


În aceeași seară, la hotel am luat legătura şi cu dom- 
nii Luke Hingson, directorul fundaţiei Brother's Broth- 
er din Pennsylvania, Dr. Tony Galetta, directorul 
medical al aceleiaşi fundaţii și domnul John Batcha dela 
firma ASGROW, secţia seminţelor. Prima zi, am avut 
vizitele de protocol: la Patriarhie, la Ministerul Agricul- 
turii şi la Ministerul Sănătăţii. La Patriarhia Română 
am fost primiți de Prea Sfinţitul Episcop NIFON, direc- 
torul relațiilor externe, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop VASILE, 
însărcinat cu distribuirea ajutoarelor, doi consilieri 
patriarhali, plus Dr. Remus Rus. Primirea a fost foarte 
caldă atât la Patriarhie cât și la ministere. Faptul că 
noi veneam, din partea Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române 
din America, că nu uitasem de origina noastră română 
și că aduceam daruri pentru poporul nostru care 
suferise atât de cumplit, a fost recunoscut de toți aceia 
cu care am vorbit, atât oficial, cât şi neoficial, din 
România — acum liberă. 


Căutând să vedem cum putem observa mai bine 
nevoile și cum s’ar putea co-ordona distribuirea 
ajutoarelor, timp de trei săptămâni delegaţia noastră 
a avut întrevederi cu persoane din conducerea 
Ministerului Sănătăţii, Ministerului Agriculturii, 
Ministerului de Comerţ Exterior, cu cei responsabili 
de transporturi, cu diferite spitale din capitală si din 
provincie, fiind mereu ocupați de dimineaţa până seara. 
lar când nu aveam ședințe oficiale, eram asaltati la hotel 
de particulari, care ne văzuseră la televizor sau auziseră 
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la radio şi ne aşteptau la intrarea în hotel, pentru a) 
spune nevoile lor și a solicita ajutorul nostru person 
sau prin Episcopie, Asociaţia Medicilor Români di 
America, etc. 

Am avut posibilitatea de a vizita și sta de vorbă « 
doctori și pacienţi la spitalele FOIȘOR si FUNDED 
din Bucuresti, la Institutul de Fiziologie din Soseau 
Viilor, la Spitalul Judeţean din Giurgiu și la un dil 
pensar rural din comuna Daia. Am făcut fotografii i 
am înregistrat pe casetă video, diferite aspecte ale ace 
tor vizite. Am constatat lipsurile, am primit suges 
si liste despre nevoile acute și am observat vechima 
si starea de funcționare sau nefunctionare a un: 
aparate absolut necesare. Am rămas plăcut impresiona 
de felul cum în ciuda tuturor lipsurilor, — medicii d 
România au reușit să facă așa zise “minuni” - 
tratamentul bolnavilor şi răniților. Ni s'a dat şi o lis 
cu cei rămași invalizi, în urma luptelor pentru li 
tate în revoluția din Decembrie 1989, pentru a le pute 
ajuta să vină în Statele Unite pentru tratament si pri 
teze. TAROM a decis să ofere transportul gratuit, di 
şi întors Bucureşti-New York, acelor persoane care v 
fi primite aici pentru tratament. Putem spune c 
bucurie, că avem deja promisiuni dela doctori, spit 
si parohii, pentru a rezolva aceste cazuri. In legătua 
cu vizita la Giurgiu, unde am mers să vedem 
Dunărea și unde am făcut fotografii cu Dr. Galett 
era cât pe aici ca să fiu arestat, fiindcă am făcut poo 
în zona de frontieră. Numai faptul că veneam d: 
America şi că aduceam ajutoare m’a salvat. Grănice 
de serviciu era corect în a-și face datoria. După ce a: 
studiat diferitele aspecte, Luni 26 Februarie am avr 
o sedinta la Ambasada-Americană unde, împreună c 
Domnul Allen Docal, directorul bibliotecii americar 
si cu doamna Jo Anne Rizzo, sora de caritate a 
basadei, am convocat gi stabilit o comisie pentru di! 
tribuirea ajutoarelor venite prin Episcopie. Din aceas; 
comisie vor face parte Episcopul Vasile — din parte 
Bisericii, un delegat al Ministerului Sănătăţii, unul de 
Ministerul Agriculturii, unul dela biblioteca Uniu 
Societăților de Știinte Medicale, un student dela Fa 
tatea de medicină, Rectorul Facultăţii de medicină . 


alții. Toate ajutoarele vor fi primite prin Patriarh: 
Română. 


Tot la Ambasada Americană am avut şi O vizili 
protocolară cu Ambasadorul Statelor Unite, domnu 
Allan Green, care ne-a urat bun venit şi succes în mis 
unea noastră și căruia i-am explicat ce program aver 
dela Episcopie, cu marele ajutor al fundaţiei Brother 
Brother si cum intenționăm să-l desfășuram. 

Pe toată durata vizitei noastre în România, lerarh; 
Bisericii ne-a sprijinit și invitat să participăm la se: 
vicii religioase. La Patriarhie, am vizitat tipografia Ir 
stitutului Biblic şi atelierele Patriarhiei pentru obiect 
religoase, admirând dexteritatea celor care muncesc c 
atâtea lipsuri de materiale. Duminică 18 Februarie an 
slujit la Catedrala Patriarhiei, făcând parte dintr” 


cont. la pag. 2 
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r internaţional. Inalt Prea Sfinţitul DIONISIOS, 
t din Grecia cu ajutoare, a oficiat Sf. Liturghie, 
at de Episcopul Vasile, doi arhimandriti dela M- 
Antim, un preot ortodox din Belgia si alţii, plus 
u diaconi. La sfârșitul slujbei religioase, oaspeţii 
străinătate au fost prezentanti credincioşilor şi eu 
vut ocazia să prezint — în câteva vorbe, mesagiul 
Sfintitului Episcop Nathaniel si al Episcopiei noas- 
explicand ca am venit cu ajutoare. 

uminică 25 Februarie am co-liturghisit la Biserica 
EANU din capitală, al cărei paroh este Părintele 
orescu, un vechiu si bun prieten al domnului John 
san-avocatul Episcopiei „noastre, încă din anii 
entiei de prin 1937. Intreaga slujbă a fost 
gistrată pe casetă. lar la 3-4 Martie, întreaga 
tră delegaţie a fost invitată la Timişoara, unde a 
loc hirotonirea în arhierie a noului Episcop Vicar 
Daniel CIOBOTEA — Lugojanul, pe care-l 
scusem aici în Staele Unite, cu ocazia unei vizite 
tudiu la New York. Ca preot, eu am fost invitat 
ujesc în soborul dela Catedrala din Timișoara la 
rghia din 4 Martie, unde a avut loc și hirotonirea. 
ă Sf. Liturghie, întreg soborul a mers în procesiune 
cul din piaţa de lângă Catedrală, unde fuseseră 
uscati tinerii care au luptat pentru eliberare și acolo 
oficiat un mic parastas pentru cei căzuți. 
Delegaţia a avut ocazia să vorbească la postul de ra- 
din București și la cel din Constanţa și a fost 
entată într'o secţie de 8-1/2 minute la Televiziunea 
ana Liberă (TRL) în programe văzute în toată 


in păcate, transportul care urma să sosească la 15 
ruarie, a sosit cu mare întârziere, abia în seara de 
artie. Vineri 2 Martie, întreaga noastra delegaţie 
st în Constanta, unde, cu ajutorul Prea Sfintitului 
scop LUCIAN — episcop de Tomis, am mers în 
t şi am observat descărcarea ajutoarelor sosite cu 
a CARANSEBEŞ, am vizitat Căpitănia portului 
e-am urcat şi pe vapor, ca să putem vedea sistemul 
ncărcat şi descărcat. Toate autoritățile de acolo ne- 


atorită iniţiativei Episcopiei care a format 
itetul de ajutor pentru România în Decembrie anul 
ut și a ajutorului venit prin Fundaţia Brother’s 
ther, am putut trimite ajutoare în mari cantități în 

Ania. Medicamentele, cărțile, semințele, uneltele 
agricultură și tot ce s'a trimis până acum au fost 
e venite şi primite cu mulțumiri, dar ele formează 
ai o parte minimă din nevoile Neamului nostru 
a fost atât de chinuit în ultimele decade. Noi, mem- 
comisiei, credem că programul de ajutoarare 
uie continuat și după măsura posibilităţilor, ar fi 
e să trimitem, lunar, transporturi. Cine nu a văzut 
de mari sunt necesitățile celor din tara si nu a putut 
artor al tregediei în care încă se mai zbate Româ- 
„nu cred că-şi poate face o ideie clară. Credem că 
viitor Episcopia va trebui să mai trimeată delegații, 
e să continue a se interesa de cum au decurs 
ributiile si ce nevoi mai sunt. Poate că va fi nevoie 
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Episcopul Lucian, delegaţia noastră și un căpitan 
de marină lângă nava ‘‘Caransebes.’’ 


chiar de a avea un birou permanent în România, pen- 
tru un timp, spre a avea legătura constantă și directă 
cu Episcopia si cei dela comisia de distribuire. Va trebui 
rezolvată și problema finanțării unei asemenea 
delegaţii. Datorită faptului că la început Episcopia nu 
a avut fonduri prevăzute pentru o asemenea delegaţie, 
membrii acestei prime delegaţii de 3 persoane, și-au 
plătit singuri drumul și celelate cheltuieli legate de trans- 
port si stat o lună în România. Cu delegaţia noastră 
a călătorit şi preoteasa mea, care a avut ocazia să facă 
o lungă vizită fratelui ei si familiei din Moldova, pe 
durata activităţii delegaţiei în România. Doi delegați 
au revenit în Statele Unite la 14 Martie iar eu, am 
rămas în Europa de Vest unde am vizitat rude şi 
prieteni, informându-i de situaţia din tara. Am dat, 
cu această ocazie și un raport informal — prin telefon, 
Majestății Sale Regelui Mihai, în Elveţia. 


Cât priveşte situaţia politică din Tara, văzută de noi, 
ni s'a părut încă nestabiliă. Am avut ocazia să vedem 
cu ochii noştri demonstraţia din 18 Februarie, apoi 
venirea minierilor la București să demonstreze, apoi 
când a fost dată jos statuia lui Lenin și am ascultat la 
televizor discuţii și conferințe ale noului guvern și ale 
unui așa zis mini-parlament. Am citit presa aproape 
zilnic. La plecarea noastră erau 39 de partide politice 
care urmau să participe în alegerile din 20 Mai. Lu- 
mea trăiește încă într'o stare de lipsă de încredere, ba 
pot spune chiar suspiciuni și frică. Radio și televizi- 
unea au programe acum până la ora 2 noaptea. In fie- 
care Duminică au o Liturghie dela vreo catedrală sau 
biserică mare. De două ori pe săptămână am văzut pro- 
grame religioase ortodoxe, de catechizare, care erau 
bine pregătite. 

Situaţia alimentară este mai bună, dar nu perfect 
rezolvată. Lumea mai stă la coadă la unele alimente, 
dar şi la chioșcuri de ziare, pentru ultimele stiri. Noi 
mulţumim Prea Sfintitului Episcop pentru încrederea 
pusă în noi şi suntem veșnic recunoscători Fundaţiei 
Brother’s Brother pentru ajutorul dat. 


Pr. Richard J. Grabowski 
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NATURE continued from page 17 


The Transfiguration of Nature 

What God gives to humanity is the whole creation. 
The creation mirrors his relationship with God. As he 
finds goodness, this is a reflection of inner goodness; 
as he finds destruction and decay, this is also a reflec- 
tion of his inner condition. 

As Christ came to earth to redeem humanity, so each 
person is to redeem the earth. Through ‘‘theosis’’ or 
the path of deification, creation is raised and trans- 
figured as the individual is raised and transfigured. The 
Transfiguration of Nature embraces the complete pur- 
pose of human life on earth. 


The whole life of the Church reflects a concern for 
the Creation. As practices are adapted that ground the- 
ology, the recovery of a whole way of life occurs. To 
initiate this process and to address the ecological cri- 
sis, we, the assembled participants of the ‘‘Symposi- 
um on Orthodoxy and Ecology,’’ concur on the fol- 
lowing considerations to which Christ calls us to action: 


Recommendations 
e A life of heart-felt repentance, a ‘‘metanoia’’ that 
submits itself to Christ and looks to the earth to serve 
and save. 


e A life of justice that emphasizes a proper use of 
natural resources and the avoidance of immoral 
profiteering, waste and exploitation of the Creation. 


e A life of sufficiency that is characterized by the 
limited use of material goods and an ecological asceti- 
cism. 


¢ An awareness of our Christian responsibility to re- 
deem the earth and bring it to its transfigured fulfill- 
ment. 


e A realization that our salvation as individuals and 
as a community is connected to our use or misuse of 
Creation. 


_ ¢® Aremembrance that the biblical call to prayer, fast- 
ing and almsgiving has an ecological dimension which 
is earth healing. 


* A commitment on the part of pastors and 
parishioners to embrace the ecological dimensions of 
the Orthodox theology of Creation, to implement it in 
every parish and jurisdiction, and to teach it through- 
out the land. 


As followers of Jesus Christ, we must love the earth 
as we love ourselves. Then we can join. with 
Dostoyevsky’s Fr. Zosima as he exorts us: 


Love all of God’s Creation, the whole of it and every 
grain of sand. 


Love every leaf, every ray of God’s light! Love the 
animals, 


love the plants, love everything. If you love everything, 
you will 


soon perceive the divine mystery in things. 
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PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA 


We must open our hearts to the plight of all cret 
tures and find therein such a poignant brother love fd 
them all that we are moved to rise up with prophet 
fire to condemn the desecration that is now going op 
We have been commissioned by God to ‘‘replenish tk 
Earth.’’ We need no other justification or incentive + 
begin. 

From THE WORD Magazin: 
March 1990, pp. 10-1 


RELATIVES IN ROMANIA? 


Now that publications from the United States and 
Canada are permitted in Romania, your relatives 
would most definitely appreciate receiving SOLIA 
— THE HERALD each month. Purchase a Gift 
Subscription for them! Annual Subscription: 
$16.00 (by surface mail; delivery time up to 2 
months); $32.00 (by air mail; delivery time ap- 
prox. 2 weeks) 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 


Name 


Address: 


Send order blank and payment in U.S. funds to: 
Solia-The Herald, 146 W. Cortland Ave., Jack- 
son, MI 49201-2208. 
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